
G.N. 7700 Companies Registry

Companies oRdinanCe (Chapter 622)

in exercise of the power conferred on me under section 32 of the Companies ordinance (Chapter 
622), i hereby specify that with effect from 1 January 2024, a prospectus and its accompanying 
documents which are authorized for registration by The stock exchange of Hong Kong Limited 
and to be delivered in electronic form (‘electronic records’) to the Registrar of Companies for 
registration under section 38d or 342C of the Companies (Winding Up and miscellaneous 
provisions) ordinance (Chapter 32) (‘the C(WUmp)o’) shall comply with the following 
requirements:—

(a) electronic records must be sent through electronic mail to (crprospectus@cr.gov.hk) 
conforming to:—

 (i) simple mail Transfer protocol (smTp) or simple mail Transfer protocol over 
Transport Layer security (smTp over TLs);

 (ii) multipurpose internet mail extension (mime) or secure multipurpose internet mail 
extension (s/mime) standard; and

 (iii) size not exceeding 25mB.

(b) electronic records must be presented in adobe portable document Format (‘pdF’).
(c) Where electronic records are compressed, the following compression standards must be 

followed:—

 (i) Zip file (.zip);
 (ii) GnU zip file (.gz);
 (iii) 7-Zip file (.7z); or
 (iv) RaR file (.rar).

(d) electronic records which contain english characters only must be coded in american 
standard Code for information interchange (asCii), iso/ieC 10646-1:2000, iso/ieC 
10646:2003 with amendment 1 or iso/ieC 10646:2011. 

(e) electronic records which contain Chinese characters must be coded as follows:—

 (i) Chinese and english characters must be coded in iso/ieC 10646-1:2000, and the set 
of Chinese characters is restricted to the Chinese characters within the Chinese-
Japanese-Korean (CJK) Unified ideographs defined in iso/ieC 10646-1:2000 or the 
characters included in the Hong Kong supplementary Character set - 2001 (HKsCs-
2001);

 (ii) Chinese and english characters must be coded in iso/ieC 10646:2003 with 
amendment 1, and the set of Chinese characters is restricted to the Chinese 
characters within the CJK Unified ideographs defined in iso/ieC 10646:2003 with 
amendment 1 or the characters included in the Hong Kong supplementary Character 
set - 2004 (HKsCs-2004); or

 (iii) Chinese and english characters must be coded in iso/ieC 10646:2011, and the set of 
Chinese characters is restricted to the Chinese characters within the CJK Unified 
ideographs defined in iso/ieC 10646:2011.

(f) Where the signature of a person is required, the relevant electronic record must be signed 
with a digital signature (as defined in the electronic Transactions ordinance (Chapter 553) 
(‘the eTo’)) supported by a recognized certificate, generated within the validity of that 
certificate and used in accordance with the terms of that certificate (‘recognized digital 
signature’). The terms ‘recognized certificate’ and ‘within the validity of that certificate’ are 
defined in the eTo.

(g) Where any of the electronic records is required to be certified or a certificate in respect 
thereof is required to be issued under the C(WUmp)o, the certification and certificate 
must be authenticated by the recognized digital signature of the person making the 
certification or issuing the certificate.

(h) When a recognized digital signature is used, it must be attached to an electronic record in 
accordance with the following standards:—

 (i) public-Key Cryptography standards (pKCs#7); or
 (ii) pdF v1.5/1.6/1.7 (iso 32000-1) or v2.0 (iso 32000-2:2017).



(i) For an electronic record which comprises multiple electronic records and which has to be 
signed, each individual record must be separately signed digitally.

(j) electronic records must not contain any computer instructions, including but not limited 
to:—

 (i) computer viruses; and
 (ii) macros, scripts and fields that depend on the execution environment and the execution 

of which will cause changes to the electronic record itself  or the information system 
displaying the electronic record.

22 December 2023  Helen TanG Registrar of Companies
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