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The Registry is responsible for the registration of companies, the filing of statutory returns and
the provision of public access to company information. In addition to these primary functions, we
administer the licensing regime for TCSPs and regulate money lenders, including the processing of
money lender licence applications and renewals, as well as the maintenance of a register of money
lenders for inspection by the public.

Over the years, the Registry has introduced a series of new initiatives and regimes to enhance Hong
Kong's competitiveness as a place to do business, beginning with the Open-ended Fund Companies
(“OFCs") regime in 2018 and the LPF regime in 2020. This was followed by the fund re-domiciliation
mechanisms in 2021 and the Company Re-domiciliation Regime in 2025. Through these regimes,
the Registry reinforces the institutional framework that underpins regularity, transparency and
accountability for companies and other entities doing business in Hong Kong.

YNSIEE 3130 A Incorporation of Companies

EZE_REZAFE  FMAZAF AL In 2025-26, 215,806 new local companies were incorporated,
@)3£215,806 [ @ LF I NNA0% * EFHI83%  representing a year-on-year increase of 40%. Around 83% of these

EH—BKEBHEKNRAGR - HE-Z-/"F= newly incorporated companies were one-member companies. By
A ARIEGZM E£HE 1,584,413 A2 F  March 2026, the number of local companies and re-domiciled
RSBMAR  BFAF 4Lk - companies on the Register had reached a record of 1,584,413.

ARAMEBEBMUNEFAARXNEZEBE " Electronic delivery remained the dominant mode for incorporation

BTSN EFEEA[IE TR MU applications, with about 78% submitted through the e-Services Portal

(www.e-services.cr.gov.hk) 3232 o B A] RN LA (www.e-services.cr.gov.hk). This is attributable to both the lower fees

BEFFABRBHRIAGMEHSMNHBARIE - payable for electronic incorporation and the increasing recognition

MmBRARBEHRRE TR SE XA S > within the business community of the convenience and reliability of
electronic services.
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Registration of Documents

In 2025-26, the Registry received 3,379,049 documents for
registration, representing an increase of 4.0% compared with 2024-
25. These documents include the articles of association, notifications
of appointments, resignations and changes in particulars of directors
and company secretaries, changes of registered office addresses,
returns of allotments and annual returns, all of which provide
information on different aspects of the operation of companies.

Public Search

In 2025-26, document image record searches totalled 5,200,947,
averaging 14,249 per day, while searches on the Directors Index
reached 434,665, a daily average of 1,191. Compared with the
previous year, document image record searches slightly decreased by
0.9%, whereas searches on the Directors Index increased by 12.3%.
Searches of company particulars also rose markedly by 56.0% to
1,141,294,

Online searches remained the predominant mode for company
searches in 2025-26, accounting for over 99.9% of all company
searches.
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Licensing of Trust or Company
Service Providers

The Registry serves as the regulatory authority for TCSPs. In 2025-
26, 764 new licences were granted. The number of licensees on the
Register of TCSP Licensees stood at 7,322 as at 31 March 2026.

As part of the supervision of TCSP licensees, the Registry carried out
1,321 on-site inspections in 2025-26 and issued 415 warning letters
in relation to non-compliance cases. It also issued 108 summonses
for breaches of the AMLO and took disciplinary actions against 11
licensees during the year.

Keeping of Significant Controllers
Registers

Introduced in March 2018, the requirements for keeping Significant
Controllers Registers (“SCRs"”) are intended to enhance transparency
of corporate beneficial ownership information. Companies
incorporated in Hong Kong are required to identify persons who
exercise significant control over them, keep the relevant information
up to date, and make it available for inspection on demand by law
enforcement officers.

The SCR regime remained effective, with the Registry carrying out
regular site inspections to monitor compliance in 2025-26. Findings
from these inspections showed that over 98% of companies kept
their SCRs.
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Licensing of Money Lenders

During 2025-26, 156 new licences were granted by the Licensing
Court. As at 31 March 2026, the number of money lenders stood at
1,988, representing a decrease of 4.6% from the previous year.

On the supervisory front, the Money Lenders Section carried out
604 on-site inspections of money lenders in 2025-26. It issued 548
rectification orders and 24 warning letters for non-compliance with
licensing conditions.

Registration of Limited Partnership
Funds

New registrations of LPFs totalled 497 in 2025-26. As at 31 March
2026, the number of LPFs on the LPF Register stood at 1,488,
representing a year-on-year increase of 43.8%.

Enforcement and Prosecution

The Registrar is responsible for enforcing the provisions of the
Companies Ordinance and, where appropriate, taking prosecution
actions in non-compliance cases. In 2025-26, 6,514 site inspections
were conducted to monitor companies’ compliance with the
requirements to display company names and keep company registers,
including SCRs. The Registry sent 5,078 notices under the Compound
Offer Regime for failure to deliver annual returns by various types of
companies in 2025-26. The Registry also issued 3,459 summonses for
breaches of the Companies Ordinance during the year.
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Revenue and Profit
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2024-2025 2025-2026

Financial Performance

In 2025-26, the Registry’s revenue rose by 17.7% to $825.1 million
(2024-25: $701.3 million). Operating costs increased mildly by
1.8% to $574.2 million (2024-25: $563.9 million), mainly due to
an increase in depreciation and amortisation. On a net basis, profit
from operations grew by 82.6% to $250.9 million (2024-25: $137.4
million).

2024-2025 2025-2026

wA | EERF

Profit from

Revenue operations
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Revenue
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Charges registration fees

IR R MRS B
© Fees for administration and
collection services

The revenue was mainly derived from incorporation of new
companies, registration of annual returns and searches for company
information, which constituted over 80% of the total revenue. The
increase was attributable primarily to the marked growth in revenue
from incorporation fees.
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Fees under TCSPs licensing regime
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Operating on a self-financing basis, the Registry maintained adequate
reserves to support its ongoing development and meet its financial
objectives. It also continued to exercise prudent financial management
in balancing stability and flexibility. In light of the global and local
economic conditions affecting the Registry’s business, stringent and
prudent resource management remained essential to preserving
financial stability.
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