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267,736 visits to the Registry for Trust and
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through mobile devices
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VISIONE

PHtRAZARAREEN L REME - ALSREEERE -
To achieve world-wide recognition as an excellent Companies Registry giving
the community a quality service.
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To provide our customers with efficient, cost-effective and quality services and facilities to
incorporate companies and to register and inspect company documents.

To continuously review and enhance our services and facilities and undertake effective enforcement,
taking account of the best modern technology available.

To motivate our staff to achieve organisational objectives by
adopting appropriate human resource management strategies.
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To care for and respect our customers by listening to them and taking into account
their needs and expectations when shaping the types and quality of service which we deliver.

To care for and respect our colleagues as a quality service and effective enforcement can be
delivered and undertaken only through dedicated people of high calibre working together as a team.

To change for the better by remaining receptive to new ideas, technologies and
work practices so as to enhance the level and quality of our services and facilities.
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We are thrilled to be celebrating the 30* anniversary of
the Companies Registry (“the Registry”) this year. Over
the last three decades, we have laid a solid foundation
and experienced tremendous growth in our business. We
are especially excited to share that the number of local
companies on the Companies Register (“the Register”)
has increased tremendously from 429,070 as at the end
of 1993-94 to 1,410,568 as at the end of 2022-23. Our
milestones would not have been reached without the
support from our customers, guidance from the Financial
Services and the Treasury Bureau and trust of all our
stakeholders. Together with our peers, we will draw on
past experiences and look forward to charting a new and
prosperous chapter.
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4B & GENERAL MANAGER'S STATEMENT

Our Performance and Awards

The Registry was established as an independent government
department in May 1993 and as a trading fund in August 1993.
The Registry is primarily responsible for administering and enforcing
the provisions of the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 622) and related
legislation. We strive to provide excellent services to companies, their
directors and shareholders to facilitate their businesses. As evidence of
our commitment in 2022-23, we:

° handled the incorporation of 125,126 new companies;

° attained 1,410,568 local companies on the Register as at
31 March 2023;

° received 2,968,580 documents for registration; and

. processed 4,877,327 searches of document image records, with
1,206,759 company searches conducted through mobile devices.
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RERE  ERAIERARAABEHEHA The Registry firmly believes that maintaining a trustworthy business
AIEME  #F5EEERNERIREER environment is key to establishing an excellent Companies Registry

BEZ - HMNBH—BEEXETE TR with world-wide recognition. Our efforts have been well-recognised
B SR T % (B 421E - and here are the awards we have received this year:
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the Best SME's Partner Award for fourteen consecutive years and
the Gold Award for five consecutive years;

2022 "Partner Employer” Award;

“Social Capital Builder Logo Award” under the Social Capital
Builder Awards 2022;

the “15 Years Plus Caring Organisation” Logo under the Caring
Organisation/Company Scheme;

the Bronze Prize of the Excellence in Service Enhancement Award
(Small Department Category) and Bronze Prize of the Excellence
in Team Collaboration Award (Regulatory Service) under the Civil
Service Outstanding Service Award Scheme 2022; and

various awards for the Registry’s Annual Report — the Astrid
Awards 2022, the 2022 International Annual Report Competition
Awards and MERCURY Excellence Awards 2022-23.



T8 H&

ol
m

[E1T R E

ﬁ SEARBE=ZTERE  RMAXIB
ABEBRE - BPITRM B ARG E
% RN =D Eé%ﬂi% : ﬁﬁ‘ﬂ’@%ﬁ%ﬁ@z

NEEFNEZREGE TEEED
1E R BN /i\pﬁqﬂ/uﬂﬁﬂﬂu : }%¥,\ua%ﬁ)§
= .

REE T HEB B AEE

AETNERNMWEBESHETBKLNE
fF- RN EBERERESTEMLHR
5177 ARAEZSERAGEMBRER
HEeHENIHIR - N\FMN_T_FTF
SIA - BREESAERBARAHEAR
BEEGBAOTAKYL - AT - —F35 A

MEMETEMES - RIRSIBRKNIER
BREZSEFPEE  LE-FTEEERE
ERBIREEMY EEE P LA -

NCIF i

BT RARAESER Tﬂlﬁﬁﬁ/\%%i
RIUBENESEMBESIS - S —

BEEEERBFREAN AL - L‘/{&E}Eﬁ
MARAMNERERKANMERREE
g BRI ABRNEI T B R M
REIEFRIREHADKE /O ERE) L
AMBEEBHNRREMGIE - WatEl
E_T_F EFFRRIDEES ©

R A SR %R W IRAEE

BREREBRNER (THINER)AR
EEECMFERNET - BERBEEREEA
WHIPIP - AN E 2 REHHBR
BTRHBEREENEEMNIRE - R3I5ME
MAREERLELEAKNER » K
HEBRBHBBHRAMREE  RESKFLER
ER  MSRHFUERETHRERE - LT EE
7 o

4B & GENERAL MANAGER'S STATEMENT

Thirty Years of Peer We Chart a New

Chapter

While it is a great pride to see the Registry growing in the last
thirty years, we recognise the need to remain vigilant and avoid
complacency. In starting the new chapter, we will remain committed
to collaborating closely with all stakeholders to further bolster the
position of Hong Kong as an international financial centre.

Facilitating fund formation and operation in Hong Kong

The Registry spares no effort in encouraging fund formation and
operation in Hong Kong. The introduction of the open-ended fund
company (“OFC") and limited partnership fund (“LPF") regimes in
2018 and 2020 respectively has enabled investment funds to set up
in Hong Kong in the form of a company or a limited partnership,
enhancing the appeal of Hong Kong as a preferred fund domicile. The
introduction of the new fund re-domiciliation mechanisms in 2021
to attract existing non-Hong Kong investment funds to re-locate to
Hong Kong has further strengthened Hong Kong's position as an
international asset and wealth management centre.

Company Re-domiciliation

In addition to user-friendly fund re-domiciliation mechanisms for OFCs
and LPFs, as a further step to strengthen Hong Kong's status as a
business hub and to better capitalise on our advantages of favourable
business environment and professional services, a mechanism will be
introduced to provide facilitation for companies domiciled overseas,
particularly enterprises with a business focus in the Asia-Pacific region,
for re-domiciliation to Hong Kong. The Government plans to submit
the legislative proposals in the first half of 2024.

Capitalising on the opportunities brought about by the
Greater Bay Area development

Being the most international and open city in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area (“the Greater Bay Area”), Hong Kong
serves as a crucial two-way gateway between international markets
and the Mainland. The Registry will continue to support the ease of
doing business by facilitating the startup of businesses, promoting a
high standard of corporate governance, reinforcing enforcement and
implementing new initiatives to sustain a business-friendly environment
for foreign and local investors to enter the Greater Bay Area through
Hong Kong.

3 ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 7/
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To broaden the range of electronic services available to our customers
and widen the connection with stakeholders, the Registry has been
enhancing the Integrated Companies Registry Information System
("ICRIS") with the goal of creating a single platform for the provision
of electronic services and the keeping of company information.
The applications of smart and innovative technologies such as the
cloud platform and artificial intelligence in the operations create
opportunities for us to be more capable in supporting new initiatives.

With the advancement of electronic communication technology,
the Companies (Amendment) Ordinance 2023 (“the Amendment
Ordinance 2023"), which came into operation on 28 April 2023, aims
to provide companies with greater flexibility to hold fully virtual or
hybrid general meetings.

The new inspection regime under the Companies Ordinance
(Cap. 622) is being implemented in three phases with a view to striking
a fine balance between enhancing protection of sensitive personal
information, while keeping up the transparency and usefulness of
the Register. The first and second phases have been implemented
since August 2021 and October 2022 respectively. The last phase of
the new inspection regime will be implemented in December 2023
whereby data subjects will be able to submit request for replacing their
protected information contained in documents registered with the
Registry with their correspondence addresses and partial identification
numbers for public inspection.
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4B & GENERAL MANAGER'S STATEMENT

The Way Forward

Going forward, the Registry will remain steadfast in our vision to
achieve world-wide recognition as an excellent Registry giving the
community a quality service.

Adopting a responsive regulatory framework is essential in building
a trusted business environment and increasing the attractiveness of
doing business in Hong Kong. The Registry will continue to strengthen
Hong Kong's competitiveness and position as an international financial
centre by maintaining a high standard of corporate governance and
strong regulatory frameworks.

Our commitment to excellence will continue to be the foundation
for the delivery of quality services. Meanwhile, keeping pace with
technology development will enable us to be better prepared for the
next chapter ahead.

Token of Appreciation

Throughout the course of the years, the Registry has successfully
transformed from a paper-based registry to a fully electronic one
and accomplished a multitude of new initiatives with success. My
colleagues at the Registry have exhibited unwavering commitment
and their industriousness has enabled the Registry to introduce further
new initiatives that will advance our service to the public. The trust
and confidence of our customers and stakeholders are also highly
appreciated.

With the continual support from our peers, we are confident that we
can take a big step forward and chart a new chapter.

y

Miss Helen Tang, JP
Registrar of Companies and
General Manager, Companies Registry Trading Fund

3% ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 Q
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REEE
Business Manager ATEMELE
Registry Manager

BYIEEEEET

Assistant Principal Solicitor

NEEMELE
Registry Manager

A B EER
Registry Solicitor ATEMEEE HPIEERE BB FEEm

Registrar of Companies Departmental Secretary Deputy Principal Solicitor
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R FRERARRERMAETIMHREE
Special Duties Registry for Trust and Company

Service Providers

EFREREER
Customer Services and
Management Division
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The Registry became an independent government department on
1 May 1993 and started operating as a trading fund on 1 August
1993 upon the passage of a resolution by the Legislative Council.
The Trading Funds Ordinance (Cap. 430) requires that a trading fund
should operate on a self-financing basis, i.e. to meet expenses incurred
in the provision of services out of its income and achieve a reasonable
return on the average net fixed assets employed.

B AR L S R R
Company Formation &
Deregistration Division

IR AR

Registration Division

RS

Development Division

DREME

Public Search Division
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Organisational Structure

The Registry has a clear organisational structure to ensure that its
statutory roles, functions and services to the public are accounted
for and delivered properly. The Registry had 555 employees as at
31 March 2023, comprising 372 civil servants and 183 contract staff
with the following organisational structure:

L

AREMEEE _]

Registrar of Companies

/‘\ ?FH}L%«EE
Registry
Manager

> /ATEX_L&
1HgH R
Company
Formation &
Deregistration

> DRI

Registration

> AREM
Public Search

> EEFRBERERE
Customer Services
and Management

> 2i
General Support
Services

/‘\ *EHH ﬁ_i«qi
Registry
Manager

> EFER &Eﬁ&ﬂ%
REETMHER
Registry for Trust
and Company
Service Providers

’ﬂ ?%Eéﬂ ’ Eﬁfiﬁﬂi ‘
Registry Deputy Principal
Solicitor SoI|C|tor

if?—%ﬁ%

Legal Services

> ’D\j/iﬂﬁli
Company Law
Reform

%ﬁwﬁ
Business
Manage

> BF%

Financial Services

> R

Development

> BB
Information
Technology

> EFHRHEIEE
Information
Technology
Project
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Management Board

The Registry is committed to maintaining a high standard of corporate
governance. To this end, the Management Board (“the Board”) of
the Registry, which is chaired by the Registrar of Companies (“the
Registrar”) and composed of all directorate officers of the Registry,
has been established. The Board is responsible for setting strategic
directions, formulating policies and managing the Registry’s business
affairs with the aim of achieving its vision and mission. Board meetings
are usually conducted on a monthly basis to discuss, review and
monitor the Registry’s major initiatives, business operations and
performance to ensure proper management and compliance with all
relevant regulations and established procedures.

Corporate Governance Framework

Good corporate governance ensures the efficiency and sustainability of
the Registry’s operation. It also helps to uphold the public’s confidence
and trust in the Registry’s capability and integrity. Promulgated in May
2012, the Corporate Governance Policy Statement sets high standards
of corporate governance under the Corporate Governance Framework
and provides guidance on the application of the governance principles
at the Registry.

—ERERR

AREER
EEEES

Competent and
accountable
management board

BRH
A EE
it
Effective risk
management

REFNEF

RAfER

Good customer

public relations
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and

HiEde
BEENEE
Commitment to
corporate social
responsibility

TERRN
R EREE 1
Robust internal
control systems

BRI LA
High Standards of
Corporate Governance

HERER
ol
Transparent and
timely reporting
systems
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AT EME—E CR AT A GLANCE

Corporate Social Responsibility Policy

The Registry is committed to conforming to the highest ethical
standards in conducting its business and caring for the community,
the environment as well as its staff members. Adopted by the Registry
since September 2010, the Corporate Social Responsibility Policy
Statement establishes the framework for the Registry in fulfilling
its corporate social responsibilities. This year, the Registry has been
awarded the “15 Years Plus Caring Organisation” Logo by the
Hong Kong Council of Social Service in recognition of our commitment
and contributions in caring for the community, our employees and the
environment over the past fifteen years.

REXEORTEE BIRS
Maintaining highest Caring for the
ethical standards environment

TtEEERTAR

Framework of Corporate
Social Responsibilities

ELHtE BEEST
Caring for Caring for staff

the community members
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Summary of Historical Statistics

RN XRERCHXHEE
Number of documents
received for registration

1993-94 : 1,252,953
2022-23 : 2,968,580

& ]137%

ENCTE R e =
Number of new
companies incorporated

1993-94 : 59,784
2022-23 : 125,126

4 109«

i

EARELMLERN
FEBLRHA
(B ZE B B B T 45 )
Number of non-Hong Kong
companies on the Register
as at end of
the financial year

1993-94 : 3,648
2022-23 : 14,643
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304 [E 8 30-YEAR FLASHBACK

ETHH
(BEYBRFETER)
Headcount as at
end of the financial year

1993-94 : 361
2022-23 : 555

BERXHEBRLCENEE
Number of searches on
document image records

1993-94 : 1,936,701
2022-23 : 4,877,327

& ]152%

EARELEMLERN
SN |
(BEMHEFETHER)

Number of local
companies on the Register
as at end of
the financial year

1993-94 : 429,070
2022-23 : 1,410,568

é 229y
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RAA— BN AEHBATERRT
WHRNANA—BRALEEESD
Established as an independent government
department on 1 May and
as a trading fund on 1 August

BT P AR A ERAFEER
XRS5
Launched online search service in respect of
company names and document indices
for subscribers

HHEBEREN ETmRARIEERS
A MBRRE AR RN ARG & LT A X8 X 2= 5|
Introduced the computerised index of directors of
listed companies and document index of all the documents
filed by registered companies

The Government of the Hong Kong Spocial Administrative Region

+ CompranNiEs—REGISTRY—*

Last Updated
28-July-97

*LinkToGIC =

HEH A R FET B 4
Launched the Companies
Registry’s website



1997-98

v
ML EBIEARE
HARIR (R FURBI B R0 E B K st M A Rl A
Introduced bilingual specified forms for use by
companies incorporated and registered under the
Companies Ordinance

304 [@EE 30-YEAR FLASHBACK

2000

v
HHATEMES S ARERRM] -
FEBREFUBSTAEWA TN BER

Launched the Companies Registry Online Public

Search System for online searches of key company

information by subscribers

2002-03

v
HEKRL6, 7008 B EH AL ELR QAN HHRETHEN
CRI9) 98 EB T LTI WIB F B B R
A Converted all microfiches of around 67 million frames
containing images of company documents or forms
filed with the Registry into digitised images

EERABRR - -
To become a chislge User, please click here.

@, -
i FEERR
A Company Search Mobile Service
BHEEER Help Desk Support Service Team
EEIA : crlelpdesk@icris.cr. r.gov.hk Email address : crhelpdesk@icris.cr. .gov.hic.
;ggg = (852) 8201 8273 ‘Telephone number : (852) 8201 8273
2(852)8300 1004 ‘Fax number : (852) 8300 1004

HITIRE B RS FE —RBER
WHEA EEMFOHEEEFEMRS
Implemented Phase | of the ICRIS and
launched the electronic search services

at the Cyber Search Centre

2006

2008

v v
EAEEZB(AREND) M TIE R B AB U HE 1R R A F R R E F IR

AR RIBARZ A F R ER AT HE 2R
Launched Annual Return e-Alert Service and
Annual Return Filing Calculator

Commenced the rewrite of the Companies Ordinance
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2011

v

.
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| ASIEEELAS
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BROARISNARXEANE FEN
"‘r SETTORARCAAN TERANSETT NS SONEAXEN SEEE) NER
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Py SOATeER.2GEN
zoimaemads
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HITEEMASISE R

A HE [ 5 5 AP 4k
(www.eregistry.gov.hk)
NP AV/NG]

Implemented Phase Il of the ICRIS and

launched the e-Registry portal
(www.eregistry.gov.hk)
for company incorporation

i
www.mobile-cr.gov.hk

[ DRRRRERMN
RRRTEREN

mobile electronic
search services now

==
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| e dompary et b compiey et on s
I N of dsramann 08 teee 81 Rare la
nrnme:
08 gy
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HEHFE[ AR EMRE RS -
BB AR ERER
Launched the new Company Search
Mobile Service to provide searches on
basic company information

v
HerT—uh U R )RR
KRB TR

Implemented a one-stop service for the incorporation
of companies and business registration

(R BMEDIE Z) EDEG BB R (A RHERD
Enacted the Companies Bill to become the new
Companies Ordinance by the Legislative Council

I
v
EIGEEANRZRIE_RET AREFAN
EARBIEHEFRIRE - WHELIERS]
AR 74 K [ JE 5F R SR R e 12 /R I R 7S

Implemented Phase Il of ICRIS for electronic
submission of commonly filed specified forms

and launched e-Monitor services and Annual
Return e-Reminder Service



https://www.eregistry.gov.hk/icris-ext/apps/por01a/index?locale=en_US&m=n
https://www.eregistry.gov.hk/icris-ext/apps/por01a/index?locale=zh_HK&m=n

- FETFE 5 13 H 2 T E F IR R XM IRTS -
01 as3mm W A BAT R I
Launched a full-scale electronic filing service
covering a total of 84 specified forms
at the e-Registry

C"_p 2

/

SCRRMRPI RN =A =B EIE
Implemented the new Companies Ordinance
on 3 March

—— 7 Het 2 TR AIEMRBARBS -
f#ELESEE Corporate Governance Roundtable A A 5 S TER

Launched a full-scale Company Search a
Mobile Service covering all types of

company searches .

4 c eFiling wosite avo
BRBFXIBENHP

Facilitates e-Form Submission

e

HHEBENICRXXZ InEEARE -
B R E PR E R A EARE
Launched a free “CR eFiling” mobile
application for submission of more
commonly filed specified forms

BIRMEREEE -
[2017 R AlEMwmiE ] R EREGERSH
Organised two major conferences —
Corporate Registers Forum 2017 and
the Corporate Governance Roundtable
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Implemented new regimes for licensing of Trust RZA—BEE

or Company Service Providers (“TCSPs"”) and Implemented the Companies (Amendment)

keeping of Significant Controllers Registers (No. 2) Ordinance 2018 on 1 February

("SCRs") by companies on 1 March

Launched the Companies Registry’s new website

e TR SRR 485 | ® ﬁ

GEBEBRRIKERARIER - L REBFIEM T K&
EMAREEREMD RN (F622ME) EXEE
The Non-Hong Kong Companies (Disclosure of Company
Name, Place of Incorporation and Members' Limited
Liability) Regulation (Cap. 622M) came into operation
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The Limited Partnership Fund Ordinance (Cap. 637),
which established a new LPF regime,
came into operation on 31 August

v
CRRMER) T AR RIER MM
ZHE-RERRNNAAZT=REH
Implemented Phase 1 of the new inspection
regime of the Companies Register under the
Companies Ordinance on 23 August
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v
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Introduced new fund re-domiciliation
mechanisms under the OFC and
LPF regimes on 1 November
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The Companies (Fees) (Amendment) Regulation

2020 came into operation on 1 October

L J
AER AL HE T 2 R IR A Clare] -
JER AT BRI - BB EEFPNEH
Launched a new chatbot “Clare” on its website to
answer customer enquiries anytime and anywhere

by using artificial intelligence technology

v
BREBESWHE —FEHAE
W+—R—B#T
Implemented Unique Business Identifier
("UBI") for LPFs on 1 November
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2022

v
HANAZ+ttHAREREFRRI XY
FRISEVEE - LORERIR 2 E R 55 &

H AR T RN BER A
Extended the coverage of electronic submission
services to documents delivered to the Registrar
under various Ordinances and other miscellaneous
services with effect from 27 June

e
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Received the Bronze Prize of the Excellence in Service

Enhancement Award (Small Department Category) and

Bronze Prize of the Excellence in Team Collaboration
Award (Regulatory Service) under the Civil Service
Outstanding Service Award Scheme 2022

24
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,
BB
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RNRAERMEFEMLZ IR (R
R+AZ+ME B
Commenced Phase 2 of the
new inspection regime of the
Companies Register on 24 October

 J

v
ERT CHUB AR (1635 ) FETEY
EEERHNER R RERFEER P
HTZA=THREX
Amended the statutory interest rate cap for
lending and the threshold of extortionate
rate stimulated in the Money Lenders
Ordinance (Cap.163) from 30 December

|
HEEIAFREP I EERERERIR
EETFERS R
Received the Best SME’s Partner Award for
fourteen consecutive years and the Gold
Award for five consecutive years



R i — - 4
i TG e BE®E @@
Companies Registry @@ Anniversary Celebration

BRARKY =+ AF
30" Anniversary of the Registry

A "
caringorganisation

Partner Employer Award 3 #F 5t & B e Horg S Colpal Sl
KE2022[REARIFHLERITN EIROERBEE SARBZEIFE S
Received the 2022 “Partner Employer” Award BEMEZ ST ERORBEIZEE

Received the “15 Years Plus Caring Organisation” Logo
awarded under the Caring Organisation/Company Scheme

2022123 WINNER /8 R Social Capital Builder
ASTRID ARG & CuFh it BREXDNH
AWWAIRID
< Doy 00 HIEEERR. R it 8 AR ) 52022) T
R [tk & G AR B AR
REFHRESFZERE 81 Received the “Social Capital Builder Logo Award”
[20224F AstridBIFR F ¥ A 52 under the Social Capital Builder Awards 2022

[2022F BIR F LB M
T F Z = FZ[MERCURY B F oA 52| o oy #2718
Received various awards for the Registry’s Annual Report =
the Astrid Awards 2022, the 2022 International Annual Report
Competition Awards and MERCURY Excellence Awards 2022-23
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The journey we started 30 years ago has led us to where we are today. The Registry
has grown and evolved together with the peers and has always targeted to do the
best to fulfil its commitment to facilitate businesses and provide quality services to
customers.

Through innovation and expansion of our electronic services, we remain responsive
to the dynamic business environment and are committed to enhancing customer
experience. The development of a single integrated online platform explores a
new way of offering electronic services to the public. With a view to enhancing the
competitiveness of Hong Kong as an ideal place to do business, we strive to seize

REBREMEITHAZ(RREH) (5622
B)MA R (ERRMAAEAR) 2 E) (F622H
E)(TH(ERMARBERAE)) BIE - A
RABIAREHAEBERMAUESER - B
—E=FMAZ+ N\ BREENC2023F
BETIEBI) B FEE (R aHEF) FIKE 241 R
BARNEYEYAEE - UBPESFAFIA
PEBEAIREEXNRBITRERE - It

RBUB/RFHEHREN  BHAEARAGHE
MMBE - BIRMA B EIE AR ET o

TR E FE 20235 & 7T IR B I 1 i 7O #h
ZHREIEFEE  ARCH L (RARETT
ERIOREAKEB RSN RIFIERRA S
51) - YWEMRE LEE - 2NEHEB4,000
A o

every opportunity by implementing various regulatory regimes and initiatives.

The manner of holding a general meeting is governed by the
provisions in the Companies Ordinance (Cap. 622), the Companies
(Model Articles) Notice (Cap. 622H) (“Model Articles”), as well as the
company’s own articles of association. The Amendment Ordinance
2023 which came into operation on 28 April 2023 seeks to modernise
the Companies Ordinance and the Model Articles to expressly cater
for the scenario of companies holding fully virtual or hybrid general
meetings. This will facilitate companies in conducting corporate affairs
smoothly and effectively having regard to their own circumstances and
needs.

To ensure smooth implementation of the new arrangements arising
from the Amendment Ordinance 2023, the Registry has issued the
“Guidance Note — Good Practice on Holding Virtual or Hybrid General
Meetings” and organised webinars with over 4,000 attendees.
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Dating back to the early 90s, like other organisations and businesses,
a paper-based system had sufficed for the Registry’s daily operations
and delivery of services. With the rapid development of Hong Kong's
economy and growth in the number of companies, a microfilm system
and computer-based system were used in the late 90s to provide more
efficient access to data and onsite services to address the needs of
customers. The Cyber Search Centre and e-Registry were introduced in
2005 and 2011 to provide round-the-clock convenient online search
and document submission services respectively under separate portals.

The number of companies currently on the Register has increased
significantly to over 1.4 million. In order to remain responsive to
evolving business needs and meet public expectations for more stable,
secured and efficient services, the Registry has continued to proceed
with the development project — “The Next Generation of ICRIS for the
Companies Registry” (“the Revamped ICRIS"”). This project, which is
targeted to be completed by end-2023, will chart a new chapter of the
Registry’s information systems. The existing systems will be revamped
and replaced by a single integrated online platform that supports the
Registry’s main business operations and future electronic services.
The Revamped ICRIS will also be scalable in supporting new initiatives
of the Registry or the Government. It will be built with a high level
of availability and robustness to support company registration and
company governance regulatory functions with enhanced security and
reliability.
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UBI has been adopted in many other economies over the world,
enabling governments and businesses to uniquely identify legal entities
in various transactions and regulatory interactions. UBI reduces possible
errors caused by the use of different identifiers in identifying the same
entity and in turn, helps communication and exchange of data across
departments and businesses. While entities will enjoy the convenience
of having a single identification number for interaction with the
stakeholders, the implementation of UBI also helps governments to
enhance public service delivery and regulate entities more effectively.

To maintain Hong Kong’s leading position as an international
financial centre, the Registry initiated a phased implementation of
UBI for entities under the administration of the Registrar. With the
concerted effort of the Inland Revenue Department, the 8-digit
Business Registration Number (“BRN") will be adopted as the UBI.
UBI for LPFs came into effect on 1 November 2021 as the first phase
of implementation. Other types of entities, such as companies
incorporated or registered under the Companies Ordinance (Cap.
622) and OFCs, will be covered in the second phase upon the launch
of the Revamped ICRIS by end-2023. BRN, being the UBI, will be the
key number used in the services of the Registry for searching and
identifying a company or entity.
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The phased implementation of the new inspection regime to enhance
protection of sensitive personal information while maintaining the
transparency and effectiveness of the Register is on schedule.

Following the implementation of the first phase on 23 August 2021
relating to the protection of sensitive personal information of directors
and company secretaries on companies’ own registers, the second
phase commenced on 24 October 2022. Under the second phase, the
usual residential addresses and full identification numbers (“Protected
Information”) on the Index of Directors on the Register maintained by
the Registrar are replaced with correspondence addresses and partial
identification numbers for public inspection. The arrangement applies
to documents filed for registration after the commencement of this
phase. “Specified persons”, including law enforcement agencies,
solicitors, accountants, financial institutions, designated non-financial
businesses and professions, etc., could request access to Protected
Information for stipulated functions.

The last phase to be implemented on 27 December 2023 will allow
data subjects to request for replacing their Protected Information
contained in documents registered with the Registry with their
correspondence addresses and partial identification numbers for public
inspection. The Registry is now enhancing the information system for
the implementation.
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The OFC and LPF regimes were introduced in July 2018 and August
2020 respectively to encourage fund formation and operation in Hong
Kong. Fund re-domiciliation mechanisms to attract existing non-Hong
Kong investment funds to re-locate to Hong Kong came into effect on
1 November 2021.

The Registry is now working with the Inland Revenue Department
to develop a service for LPFs whereby an applicant for registration
of a fund as an LPF will be deemed to have made a simultaneous
application for business registration of the LPF. Upon registration
of the LPF, the Registry will issue the certificate of registration and
the business registration certificate simultaneously, similar to the
incorporation of OFCs or registration of non-Hong Kong funds as
OFC companies by way of re-domiciliation. The one-stop service is
expected to be introduced in December 2023 upon the launch of the
Revamped ICRIS.

The development of the Greater Bay Area is a major long-term
initiative that is designed to promote economic development by
fully leveraging the unique advantages of the Mainland cities, Hong
Kong and Macao. With a view to enhancing the role and functions
of our economy, Hong Kong can utilise its status as an international
financial centre and its renowned professional services to facilitate the
development of the Greater Bay Area. The Registry will continue to
ensure a trusted business environment by promoting a high standard
of corporate governance, maintaining a robust and efficient company
registration system, facilitating startup of business in Hong Kong and
implementing new initiatives with a view to boosting confidence to do
business in Hong Kong.
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Under the licensing regime for TCSPs, any person who wishes to carry
on a trust or company service business in Hong Kong is required to
apply for a licence from the Registrar and must satisfy a “fit-and-
proper” test before a licence is granted. TCSP licensees must comply
with the statutory requirements under the Anti-Money Laundering and
Counter-Terrorist Financing Ordinance (Cap. 615) (“the AMLO") and
adhere to legislative obligations such as customer due diligence and
record-keeping. By adopting a risk-based approach in the supervision
of TCSPs, the Registry conducts onsite inspections, interviews and
offsite monitoring to ensure that the applicants for TCSP licences and
licensees are in compliance with the relevant requirements under the
AMLO, the licensing conditions imposed and the guidelines issued by
the Registrar.

As the regulator of TCSPs, the Registry continues to step up efforts
to enforce sectoral compliance of the anti-money laundering and
counter-terrorist financing requirements set out in the AMLO. If any
non-compliance with the requirements under the AMLO, licensing
conditions of the TCSP licence or the Guideline on Compliance of Anti-
Money Laundering and Counter-Terrorist Financing Requirements for
Trust or Company Service Providers is identified, follow-up actions will
be taken as appropriate such as issuing advisory or warning letters,
taking prosecution or disciplinary actions (including public reprimands,
pecuniary penalties and remedial orders). The Registry will continue to
enhance its capacity and reach out to the TCSP sector to improve their
understanding and mitigate the risks of money laundering and terrorist
financing.

The Registrar of Money Lenders, whose role is performed by the
Registrar, keeps on working towards enhancing and refining the
regulatory measures on licensed money lenders and upholding good
practices in the trade.



H-Z-_F+-A=+HE  (KEAK
51> (3£ 163%) 5 241& 7] ARDEE B A K
EBR - HFE60% NHEA8% - MOREA
fER 1) 56 2515 5T BA MO RERE M A R (BAEFE
BRAEBRIE AEFBERRIS)H
Pt - TR F B48% NHE36% ° EfAA
AEEEEN R EROMEEHFALE
WELIE - BIBILSE - TRAER -
AERAREEMSREON R TR - 5
BIR(EAEPD st EHERER
M= o

BTNEEBITEABRRHD TESE
ENEEHE R-T=-=_F+=-A+tA
HERQONFITEXABREHD TES
EE(EBEDEO) (THUTERXBEBRIE
By BR-IBE-_=HF_FTH)HRRE
B o (FTERBETRINERLZEEE -
BIEMBITE AR BB B B R A RS
Hi5amGTERSKEADREMMIER
BMTEE o NEEEMRRRITA R
BABRITEABRRHD TECESER
EHIES!) - WIEHABRIEET - LIEFT8TE
BIER_ZE_=FA—B4K-

R-E-—F+—A -+ \BRBEED
(ZREACGEERRBEBEX](THE
[MCRAER]) - BBREEEHFAESIA
ZR—REAEEERREEE - BRAK
NEEFEREALZREEERNFES B
AUHBTEENREARBH-_SZ—F
= A RBHE AN B hE R {5 1 51 fiE SR A BB 3K
BN MBEE— P RBEB/F L - AEDE
B EEERABEREARMHSERHA
MCRAR A E R - AEMFILHAE -

BEEF  MEAZMEREREHETH
EREAMBERKERTBERSAE
BT BULIRERETENTHE - A
HEAUNEBRMBRERETTE °

Since 30 December 2022, the statutory interest rate cap for lending
stipulated in section 24 of the Money Lenders Ordinance (Cap. 163)
(“the MLO") has been revised downward from 60 per cent to 48 per
cent per annum, and the threshold of extortionate rate (which may
trigger reopening of the transaction by the court, having regard to the
relevant circumstances) stipulated in section 25 of the MLO has also
been revised from 48 per cent to 36 per cent per annum. Any person
who lends or offers to lend money at a rate beyond the statutory
interest rate cap commits an offence. The Registry also provides an
interest rate calculator on its website for members of the public to
calculate the effective rate of interest of a loan in accordance with the
MLO in case of doubt.

To enhance the regulatory regime for combating money laundering
and terrorist financing in Hong Kong, the Anti-Money Laundering
and Counter-Terrorist Financing (Amendment) Ordinance 2022 (“the
AMLO Amendment Ordinance”), which was enacted on 7 December
2022, has come into effect in phases in the second quarter of 2023.
The AMLO Amendment Ordinance addresses, among other things, a
number of miscellaneous and technical issues under the AMLO which
have been identified in the Mutual Evaluation and other Financial
Action Task Force contexts. Accordingly, the Registry had reviewed
and revised the existing Guideline on Compliance of Anti-Money
Laundering and Counter-Terrorist Financing Requirements for Licensed
Money Lenders which took effect on 1 June 2023.

Upon the launch of the Multiple Credit Reference Agency Model
("MCRA Model”) on 28 November 2022, more than one consumer
credit reference agency in Hong Kong are introduced through the
Credit Reference Platform (“CRP"). Licensed money lenders are
strongly encouraged to participate in the CRP as their participation
not only facilitates them to make affordability assessment under the
Licensing Condition introduced in March 2021, but also presents an
additional step forward in enhancing trade practices. The Registry has
assisted in disseminating various kinds of information in relation to the
MCRA Model to money lenders to facilitate their participation.

In the past few years, the Registrar of Money Lenders conducted
regular exercise for collection of financial information and thematic
survey on licensed money lenders to gain a better understanding of
the money lending sector with a view to facilitating and enhancing the
regulation of the sector.

3 ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 33



B8

SLZ
% %
% O

BU
§INESS




% 7% 5] B BUSINESS REVIEW

A M

\
FERREENERYE  FEEEREQLTEM BT EERER UARBIBATREHR
% BUMNESEEREENQATES FAETEEREARNRERESR  AERE
ABTHHARER  YARGEEINAARBREHRENREREEER - FEB=-F—-N\
FLtARZZS-ZENAESFRTERAESEAAHENEREBESHE  BRE
ESNETBULARAHAERECERNOEARY - HE R -B=—-F+-AEZM
BHEHETSIAZHNESEMES - RMNEBEALENE  —NREBIRATENR
B RERFEER -

The Registry’s services mainly comprise the registration of companies and statutory
returns and the provision of services for members of the public to obtain company
information held by the Registry. The Registry also processes licence applications and
renewals for money lenders and maintains a register of money lenders for inspection
by the public. We are also the licensing and regulatory authority for TCSPs. Since July
2018 and August 2020, we have administered the OFC and LPF regimes respectively
to enable investment funds to set up in Hong Kong in the form of a company or
a limited partnership which were followed by the introduction of the new fund
re-domiciliation mechanisms under the OFC and LPF regimes in November 2021. With
the application of advanced technology, we remain firmly committed to enhancing
our services and improving user experience.

NS )5 A Incorporation of Companies

E_E__ZFZ_=%FF " B125126@#H A The number of new companies incorporated in 2022-23 reached
ARG - 1R G IEIER18.5% © R 125,126, a year-on-year increase of 18.5%. Around 83% of the new
RIYHAREF  H83% R —HKEMA companies incorporated were one-member companies.

REAT -

B[ T S 148Uk (www.eregistry.gov.hk) & The proportion of incorporation applications delivered electronically
[CRREZIMBEAERNUEFERRZMN through the e-Registry (www.eregistry.gov.hk) and the “CR eFiling”
WARGEMEBEFMERLS BT =— mobile application climbed from approximately 62% in 2021-22 to
EIFEMNQREBEAZT T _—_F around 71% in 2022-23. This could be attributed to the introduction
ZEFEMNTI% c BRI HEARNANETFE of lower fee charged for incorporation of companies and registration
NEAFBKIL AR REMIERE A RIFTAM of non-Hong Kong companies through electronic means, continued
NHEBREIE  RNENEARRERGETH enhancement in CR's IT systems as well as increasing receptiveness of
Bt UREBEFPHEFRENEZZEHA customers to electronic services.

BRI -
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In 2022-23, the Registry received 2,968,580 documents for
registration (an average of 12,092 documents received per working
day), representing an increase of 5.7% when compared with that in
2021-22. Documents received by the Registry for registration provide
information on various aspects of the operation of a company.
These documents include the articles of association, notifications of
appointments, resignations and changes in particulars of directors and
company secretaries, changes of registered office addresses, returns of
allotments and annual returns.

In 2022-23, there were 4,877,327 searches of document image
records (a daily average of 13,363) and 401,145 searches on Directors
Index (a daily average of 1,099), decreased by 2.3% and 8.0%
respectively when compared to the previous year. The number of
searches of company particulars increased by 7.6% to 371,875.

Online company searches continued to be very popular with over
99.9% of the company searches made online and 1,206,759 company
searches were conducted through mobile devices in 2022-23.
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Licensing of Trust or Company Service
Providers

In its capacity as the regulatory authority for TCSPs, the Registry
administers a licensing regime for TCSPs. In 2022-23, we granted 446
new licences. As at 31 March 2023, there were 6,852 licensees on the
Register of TCSP Licensees.

With the economic activities returning to normal in early 2023, we
conducted 1,543 onsite inspections and issued 479 warning letters
for non-compliant cases in 2022-23. We also issued 357 summonses
for breaches of the AMLO and imposed disciplinary actions against 12
licensees in the year.

Keeping of Significant Controllers
Registers

To enhance the transparency of corporate beneficial ownership, the
requirements for the keeping of SCRs by companies were introduced
on 1 March 2018 under the Companies (Amendment) Ordinance
2018. Companies incorporated in Hong Kong are required to obtain
and maintain up-to-date beneficial ownership information by way
of keeping a SCR. The SCR should be available for inspection by
law enforcement officers upon demand. The SCR regime has been
operating smoothly and effectively, and the Registry conducts site
inspections on a regular basis to ensure that companies are adhering
to the requirements. Over the years, the compliance rate of keeping
SCRs has been improving. It was revealed from the site inspections
conducted in 2022-23 that compliance rate was over 96%.
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Licensing of Money Lenders

In 2022-23, the Money Lenders Section conducted 539 onsite
inspections on licensed money lenders. 273 rectification orders and
seven warning letters were issued requiring rectification of non-
compliances with licensing conditions.

In 2022-23, 210 new licences were granted. As at 31 March 2023,
there were 2,397 licensed money lenders, representing a decrease of
2.5% when compared to the previous year.

Registration of Limited Partnership
Funds

In 2022-23, 155 new LPFs were registered. As at 31 March 2023,
there were 595 LPFs on the LPF Register, representing a year-on-year
increase of 30.2%.

Enforcement and Prosecution

The Registrar is responsible for enforcing the provisions of the
Companies Ordinance and prosecuting cases of non-compliance
with delegated authority, where appropriate. In 2022-23, 5,548 site
inspections were conducted on companies to ensure that they were
in compliance with the requirements in displaying company names
and keeping company registers, including the SCR, representing an
increase of almost 70% of site inspections conducted in 2021-22.
Also, the Registry issued 3,127 summonses for breaches under the
Companies Ordinance this year.
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Financial Performance

With the gradual revival of domestic economic activities after the
pandemic and the expiry of the waiver of registration fees for all
annual returns (except for late delivery) for two years on 30 September
2022, the Registry’s revenue grew by 19.8% to $552 million
(2021-22: $460.8 million) while operating costs went up by 8.5%
to $469.8 million (2021-22: $432.9 million) owing to the increase in
depreciation and amortisation by 25% and staff costs by 2.5%. On
a net basis, the profit from operations increased notably by 194.6%
to $82.2 million (2021-22: $27.9 million) as the increase in revenue
outweighed the increase in operating costs.

-

552.0

460.8

o . 2021-22

2022-23

27.9 i"“

WA

\ Revenue

EERF
Profit from operations
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Revenue

Over 80% of the Registry’s source of revenue is generated from the
incorporation of new companies, registration of annual returns and
searches for company information. The increase in revenue was mainly
attributable to the expiry of the waiver of annual registration fees and
the increase in income from incorporation fees.

-

36.9%

2021-22

RNARILFHE
Incorporation fees

HRXHETE

Charges registration fees

EERARARBEMEREFEER

Fees under TCSPs licensing regime

36.6%

2022-23

B RONRE
Search and copying fees

BAERBRRELE

Annual registration fees

EERABREER

Fees for administration and collection services

HibE A
Other fees
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EAERCR
Operating Costs
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-

69.6%

2021-22

BIEH
Staff costs
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2022-23
P
EERX R
Operating expenses Depreciation and amortisation

Over the years, the Registry has been able to operate on a self-
financing basis and maintain sufficient reserves to sustain its on-
going development. The advantage of having a healthy financial
position enables us to focus on enhancing services and productivity
by implementing new technologies and establishing a new and more
comprehensive IT infrastructure, such as revamping the existing ICRIS.
Since the Registry’s business is highly dependent on company activities
which will fluctuate depending on the global and local economic
situations, we will continue to adhere to the principle of exercising
tight control on the use of resources.

3 ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 41



1||||||UH| 9

?

AFPEN

iy &




B EERRE

F42A APPENDIX A

BErEERBERAFRAR
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF AUDIT AND ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

Report of the Director of Audit
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kRERE  WERB(EEES KL (B
430F) BT MIGFTRTER T N Z BEHE -

BAERE

HERBCEERZSKOD ETOERNEE
R ERT ERETTE - WRBEBZFEAM
AAENEE  FERAREFA IR
BHEET MAAEANEEIRD - RIEZ
FEA  RBINARIEMELEES -
VERZFEENBETEHMBRET - A
E BAESHNEFRESRCMEE
REMBABLIREER -

Audit Commission
The Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region

Independent Auditor’s Report

To the Legislative Council
Opinion

| certify that | have examined and audited the financial statements of
the Companies Registry Trading Fund set out on pages 48 to 80, which
comprise the statement of financial position as at 31 March 2023,
and the statement of comprehensive income, statement of changes
in equity and statement of cash flows for the year then ended, and
notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant
accounting policies.

In my opinion, the financial statements give a true and fair view of the
state of affairs of the Companies Registry Trading Fund as at 31 March
2023, and of its results of operations and cash flows for the year
then ended in accordance with Hong Kong Financial Reporting
Standards (“HKFRSs") issued by the Hong Kong Institute of Certified
Public Accountants (“HKICPA") and have been properly prepared in
accordance with the manner provided in section 7(4) of the Trading
Funds Ordinance (Cap. 430).

Basis for opinion

| conducted my audit in accordance with section 7(5) of the Trading
Funds Ordinance and the Audit Commission auditing standards. My
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the
Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements
section of my report. | am independent of the Companies Registry
Trading Fund in accordance with those standards, and | have fulfilled
my other ethical responsibilities in accordance with those standards.
| believe that the audit evidence | have obtained is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for my opinion.
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Other information

The General Manager, Companies Registry Trading Fund is responsible
for the other information. The other information comprises all the
information included in the Companies Registry Trading Fund’s
2022-23 Annual Report, other than the financial statements and my
auditor’s report thereon.

My opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other
information and | do not express any form of assurance conclusion
thereon.

In connection with my audit of the financial statements, my
responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so,
consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with
the financial statements or my knowledge obtained in the audit or
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If, based on the work |
have performed, | conclude that there is a material misstatement of
this other information, | am required to report that fact. | have nothing
to report in this regard.

Responsibilities of the General Manager, Companies
Registry Trading Fund for the financial statements

The General Manager, Companies Registry Trading Fund is responsible
for the preparation of financial statements that give a true and fair
view in accordance with HKFRSs issued by the HKICPA and section 7(4)
of the Trading Funds Ordinance, and for such internal control as the
General Manager, Companies Registry Trading Fund determines is
necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the General Manager,
Companies Registry Trading Fund is responsible for assessing the
Companies Registry Trading Fund’s ability to continue as a going
concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern
and using the going concern basis of accounting.
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Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial
statements

My objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the
financial statements as a whole are free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that
includes my opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance,
but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with
the Audit Commission auditing standards will always detect a material
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or
error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate,
they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions
of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with the Audit Commission auditing
standards, | exercise professional judgment and maintain professional
skepticism throughout the audit. | also:

= identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the
financial statements, whether due to fraud or error, design and
perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain
audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for my opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement
resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error,
as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentations, or the override of internal control;

—  obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit
in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion
on the effectiveness of the Companies Registry Trading Fund'’s
internal control;

= evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the
reasonableness of accounting estimates and related disclosures
made by the General Manager, Companies Registry Trading
Fund;
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conclude on the appropriateness of the General Manager,
Companies Registry Trading Fund’s use of the going concern
basis of accounting and, based on the audit evidence obtained,
whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or
conditions that may cast significant doubt on the Companies
Registry Trading Fund'’s ability to continue as a going concern.
If 1 conclude that a material uncertainty exists, | am required to
draw attention in my auditor’s report to the related disclosures
in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate,
to modify my opinion. My conclusions are based on the audit
evidence obtained up to the date of my auditor’s report.
However, future events or conditions may cause the Companies
Registry Trading Fund to cease to continue as a going concern;
and

evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the
financial statements, including the disclosures, and whether the
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financial statements represent the underlying transactions and
events in a manner that achieves fair presentation.

| communicate with the General Manager, Companies Registry Trading
Fund regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and timing
of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant
deficiencies in internal control that I identify during my audit.

Terry Mok
Assistant Director of Audit (Acting)
for Director of Audit

Audit Commission

6th Floor, High Block
Queensway Government Offices
66 Queensway, Hong Kong

6 September 2023
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AAHMEEEE ST EHRER
Companies Registry Trading Fund

Statement of Comprehensive Income

HE2023F3A31HEFE
for the year ended 31 March 2023

ABEE T TIIR)

(Expressed in thousands of Hong Kong dollars)

REEFEHZWA Revenue from contracts with customers (4) 552,010 460,775
EBERAR Operating costs (5) (469,843) (432,881)
EERF Profit from operations 82,167 27,894
HAp g A Other income (6) 30,703 7,012
FEER Profit for the year 112,870 34,906
E2mikas Other comprehensive income = =
FELAZERE Total comprehensive income for the year 112,870 34,906
B EEERRE Rate of return on fixed assets (7) 11.6% 5.1%

FS54HE80EHM /A BHREM—FED ©

The notes on pages 54 to 80 form part of these financial statements.
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NAEHEHMEEERE S MBARR K
Companies Registry Trading Fund

Statement of Financial Position

#2023%F3A31H
as at 31 March 2023

ABEE T TIIR)

(Expressed in thousands of Hong Kong dollars)

FRBEE Non-current assets
Yz - R A Property, plant and equipment (8) 302,561 297,619
EREEE Right-of-use assets (9(a)) 17,218 21,838
BILEE Intangible assets (10) 507,494 309,219
827,273 628,676
REBEE Current assets
ERRIE - Zek Prepayments, deposits and (11) 25,389 10,444
H At e FRIR other receivables
FE UL 88 A LR Amounts due from related parties (12(a)) 8,077 3,064
RITER Bank deposits 1,505,700 1,539,800
H& RIRTTHE Cash and bank balances 30,195 76,877
1,569,361 1,630,185
REBEE Current liabilities
EIEW A Deferred revenue (12(b)) (19,785) (14,258)
BE%® Customers’ deposits (21,262) (19,064)
EATIR R K Trade and other payables (68,804) (60,835)
H A FE A 5RIR
EEE A LIRR Amounts due to related parties (200,972) (146,666)
HEAE Lease liabilities (9(b)) (4,219) (4,563)
BREBFBHE Provision for employee benefits (13) (10,953) (2,242)
(325,995) (247,628)
REBEEFHE Net current assets 1,243,366 1,382,557
BEERERBERS Total assets less current liabilities 2,070,639 2,011,233
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ANEEMELERESM R RAEKR @
Companies Registry Trading Fund
Statement of Financial Position (continued)

#2023%F3A31H
as at 31 March 2023

ABEE T TRIIR)

(Expressed in thousands of Hong Kong dollars)

FRBEE Non-current liabilities

EIEW A Deferred revenue (12(b)) (5,128) (12,276)
HEAE Lease liabilities (9(b)) (12,868) (17,486)
1B B R A BE Provision for employee benefits (13) (55,610) (65,627)
(73,606) (95,389)
EEFH NET ASSETS 1,997,033 1,915,844

XK f#E CAPITAL AND RESERVES
CIBESEN Trading fund capital (14) 138,460 138,460
ERES® Development fund (15) 810,000 810,000
REEBH| Retained earnings (16) 1,048,573 967,384
1,997,033 1,915,844

FES54HES0EHIM /A BHREM —FED ©

The notes on pages 54 to 80 form part of these financial statements.
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Miss Helen Tang, JP
General Manager, Companies Registry Trading Fund
6 September 2023
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NAHEMEEEETRES TR
Companies Registry Trading Fund

Statement of Changes in Equity

HE2023F3A31HIEFE
for the year ended 31 March 2023

ABEE T TIIR)

(Expressed in thousands of Hong Kong dollars)

EF VIR 48R Balance at beginning of year 1,915,844 1,907,317
FEAZEKEZE Total comprehensive income for the year 112,870 34,906
AT % E B3R Statutory return to the Government (16) (31,681) (26,379)
EFRNEs Balance at end of year 1,997,033 1,915,844

FES4EEBVAEMME AR BHKRN — &

The notes on pages 54 to 80 form part of these financial statements.
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NAAMEEEETHERER
Companies Registry Trading Fund
Statement of Cash Flows

HE2023F3A31HEFE
for the year ended 31 March 2023

ABEE T TIIR)

(Expressed in thousands of Hong Kong dollars)

EERINRERE

Cash flows from operating activities

EERA Profit from operations 82,167 27,894
R Adjustments for:
T8 I 8 Depreciation and amortisation 39,617 31,690
MEBENNEH Interest expense on lease liabilities 225 249
HEEHEREEER Loss on disposals of intangible 462 -
assets
TERRIE - Be REAEK Decrease/(Increase) in prepayments, 1,889 (1,194)
FIERRE D, (5 n) deposits and other receivables
JEUN B8 38 A R FR A N Increase in amounts due from (5,013) (1,504)
related parties
BT AR G,/ 180 (Decrease)/Increase in deferred (1,621) 10,201
revenue
K P iRe HyE i Increase in customers’ deposits 2,198 2,282
A AT R 2 I L A B S SRIE Y Increase in trade and other 3,979 6,694
& payables
JE < B3 A IR FRA91E A0 Increase in amounts due to related 56,039 39,495
parties
REBABENCRD), (Decrease)/Increase in provision for (1,306) 1,298
& employee benefits
RELETBNRSFHE Net cash from operating activities 178,636 117,105
REZDNRSRE Cash flows from investing activities
[R5 BABR A 31E B LA _EHY Decrease in bank deposits with 109,800 33,400
RITHE RV original maturities over three
months
BEWE KB RSEM Purchase of property, plant and (236,419) (127,066)
MEREE equipment, and intangible assets
RSN Interest received 13,869 7,674
ARBRETBNRESFHE Net cash used in investing activities (112,750) (85,992)
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AAREMELEEESRERER®
Companies Registry Trading Fund

Statement of Cash Flows (continued)

HE2023F3A31HIEFE
for the year ended 31 March 2023

ABEE T TRIIR)

(Expressed in thousands of Hong Kong dollars)

METENRERE Cash flows from financing activities
B BEE B ) Statutory return paid to the (31,681) (26,379)
Government
YHEEEE Payments of lease liabilities (9(b)) (5,187) (3,619)
ARBETBNR T Net cash used in financing activities (36,868) (29,998)
RERERE ML M Net increase in cash and cash 29,018 1,115
R equivalents
EFEINEERERES Cash and cash equivalents at 76,877 75,762
beginning of year
EFRNEESRERES Cash and cash equivalents at (17) 105,895 76,877
end of year

F54E 0B MM AR ERERMN—IH o

The notes on pages 54 to 80 form part of these financial statements.
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B35 SRR MY RE

Notes to the Financial Statements

(BFRBEERS - AESBEARBE T TR

(Amounts expressed in thousands of Hong Kong dollars, unless otherwise stated)

1.
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(a) NEZERIZEH

AU BHREREZBEELARNG
FTRAI R BB RS ER (A
RHB BERREFESMA
SR EBEANERESN
BHREER - FESHEARZ
B)RE EEeRANEZEHK
REEMT o
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Al et ST BERE (I A)
ERREAMBEHRE  BEEH
NG

1.

General

The Companies Registry Trading Fund (“the Fund”) was
established on 1 August 1993 under the Legislative Council
Resolution passed on 30 June 1993 pursuant to sections 3, 4 and
6 of the Trading Funds Ordinance (Cap. 430). The Fund mainly
provides its customers with services and facilities to incorporate
companies and to register and examine company documents.

Significant accounting policies
(@) Statement of compliance

These financial statements have been prepared in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in
Hong Kong and Hong Kong Financial Reporting Standards
("HKFRSs"), a collective term which includes all applicable
individual HKFRSs, Hong Kong Accounting Standards
and Interpretations issued by the Hong Kong Institute of
Certified Public Accountants (“HKICPA"). A summary of the
significant accounting policies adopted by the Fund is set
out below.

The HKICPA has issued certain new or revised HKFRSs that
are first effective or available for early adoption for the
current accounting period of the Fund. Note 3 provides
information on the changes, if any, in accounting policies
resulting from initial application of these developments to
the extent that they are relevant to the Fund for the current
and prior accounting periods reflected in these financial
statements.
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(b) Basis of preparation of the financial statements

The measurement basis used in the preparation of the
financial statements is historical cost.

The preparation of financial statements in conformity
with HKFRSs requires management to make judgements,
estimates and assumptions that affect the application of
policies and reported amounts of assets, liabilities, income
and expenses. The estimates and associated assumptions
are based on historical experience and various other factors
that are believed to be reasonable under the circumstances,
the results of which form the basis of making judgements
about carrying values of assets and liabilities that are not
readily apparent from other sources. Actual results may
differ from these estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed
on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting estimates are
recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised
if the revision affects only that period, or in the period of
the revision and future periods if the revision affects both
current and future periods.

There are no critical accounting judgements involved in the
application of the Fund’'s accounting policies. There are
also no key assumptions concerning the future, or other
key sources of estimation uncertainty at the reporting date,
that have a significant risk of causing a material adjustment
to the carrying amounts of assets and liabilities in the next
year.
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(c)

Financial assets and financial liabilities

(i)

(ii)

Initial recognition and measurement

The Fund'’s financial assets comprise deposits and
other receivables, amounts due from related parties,
bank deposits, and cash and bank balances.

The Fund’s financial liabilities comprise customers’
deposits, trade and other payables, amounts due to
related parties and lease liabilities.

The Fund recognises financial assets and financial
liabilities on the date it becomes a party to the
contractual provisions of the instrument. At initial
recognition, financial assets and financial liabilities are
measured at fair value plus or minus transaction costs
that are directly attributable to the acquisition of the
financial assets or the issue of the financial liabilities.

Classification and subsequent
measurement

The Fund classifies all financial assets as subsequently
measured at amortised cost using the effective
interest method, on the basis that they are held
within a business model whose objective is to hold
them for collection of contractual cash flows and
the contractual cash flows represent solely payments
of principal and interest. The measurement of loss
allowances for financial assets is based on the
expected credit loss model as described in note 2(c)(iv).
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(iii)

The effective interest method is a method of
calculating the amortised cost of a financial asset or
a financial liability and of allocating and recognising
the interest income or interest expense over the
relevant period. The effective interest rate is the rate
that exactly discounts estimated future cash receipts
or payments through the expected life of the financial
asset or financial liability to the gross carrying amount
of the financial asset or to the amortised cost of
the financial liability. When calculating the effective
interest rate, the Fund estimates the expected
cash flows by considering all contractual terms of
the financial instrument but does not consider the
expected credit losses. The calculation includes all
fees received or paid between parties to the contract
that are an integral part of the effective interest rate,
transaction costs and all other premiums or discounts.

The Fund classifies all financial liabilities as
subsequently measured at amortised cost using the
effective interest method, except for lease liabilities as
stated in note 2(e).

The Fund reclassifies a financial asset when and only
when it changes its business model for managing the
asset. A financial liability is not reclassified.

Derecognition

A financial asset is derecognised when the contractual
rights to receive the cash flows from the financial
asset expire, or where the financial asset together
with substantially all the risks and rewards of
ownership have been transferred.

A financial liability is derecognised when the

obligation specified in the contract is discharged or
cancelled, or when it expires.
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(iv) ®REERE (iv) Impairment of financial assets
EeMEHANNETEN The Fund applies a three-stage approach to measure
©EE E A B 3MERE A expected credit losses on financial assets measured
e ARt 2 TEHEREBE at amortised cost and to recognise the corresponding
T e SR HE FE O B 18 2E 48 R loss allowances and impairment losses or reversals,
BEEExEE - AHRERE with the change in credit risk since initial recognition
BHFFEEREUAR 8 ¥)1h determining the measurement bases for expected
WHRLARA)E AR E L credit losses:

FRER - 12 A FEHEA Stage 1: 12-month expected credit losses
B8
EBEVIBERANR - 25T For financial instruments for which there has not
B 115 A R B I 4 K 08 38 been a significant increase in credit risk since initial
- 2EEBRERBERR recognition, the portion of the lifetime expected credit
BRAE RS 181218 B ART 8k losses that represent the expected credit losses that
BHEMEANSMGSI B TER result from default events that are possible within the
EREBENED TIARER - 12 months after the reporting date are recognised.
F2PEER - REATEHAE AR Stage 2: Lifetime expected credit losses — not credit
- ERRE impaired
HEVRTERIAK - &Rt T For financial instruments for which there has been
BErERAERAREE M - B a significant increase in credit risk since initial
WIHERRE - 2HEHE recognition but that are not credit impaired, lifetime
AEE(REEEMITARN expected credit losses representing the expected
TREBREAART A AT R credit losses that result from all possible default events
REAS S| M TEEER over the expected life of the financial instruments are
E18) T LARERR © recognised.
EIFEER - R EATEAME AETE Stage 3: Lifetime expected credit losses — credit
- ERRE impaired
cem T AESREGRR For financial instruments that have become credit
B RRAZHEHREAE impaired, lifetime expected credit losses are
B FIBARIERERF recognised and interest income is calculated by
ST A B AR E T FEIR E applying the effective interest rate to the amortised
BEFEEE - cost rather than the gross carrying amount.
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Determining significant increases in credit risk

At each reporting date, the Fund assesses whether
there has been a significant increase in credit risk
for financial instruments since initial recognition by
comparing the risk of default occurring over the
remaining expected life as at the reporting date
with that as at the date of initial recognition. The
assessment considers quantitative and qualitative
historical information as well as forward-looking
information. A financial asset is assessed to be credit
impaired when one or more events that have a
detrimental impact on the estimated future cash flows
of that financial asset have occurred.

The Fund assesses whether there has been a significant
increase in credit risk since initial recognition on an
individual or collective basis. For collective assessment,
financial instruments are grouped on the basis of
shared credit risk characteristics, taking into account
investment type, credit risk ratings and other relevant
factors.

Placements with banks with an external credit rating
of investment grade are considered to have a low
credit risk. Other financial instruments are considered
to have a low credit risk if they have a low risk of
default and the counterparty or borrower has a strong
capacity to meet its contractual cash flow obligations
in the near term. The credit risk on these financial
instruments is assessed as not having increased
significantly since initial recognition.

When a financial asset is uncollectible, it is written
off against the related loss allowance. Such assets
are written off after all the necessary procedures
have been completed and the amount of the loss has
been determined. Subsequent recoveries of amounts
previously written off are recognised in the statement
of comprehensive income.
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Measurement of expected credit losses

Expected credit losses of a financial instrument are an
unbiased and probability-weighted estimate of credit
losses (i.e. the present value of all cash shortfalls) over
the expected life of the financial instrument. A cash
shortfall is the difference between the cash flows due
to the Fund in accordance with the contract and the
cash flows that the Fund expects to receive. For a
financial asset that is credit impaired at the reporting
date, the Fund measures the expected credit losses
as the difference between the asset’s gross carrying
amount and the present value of estimated future
cash flows discounted at the asset’s original effective
interest rate.

(d) Property, plant and equipment

Property, plant and equipment appropriated to the Fund
on 1 August 1993 were measured initially at deemed cost
equal to the value contained in the Legislative Council
Resolution for the setting up of the Fund. Property,
plant and equipment acquired since 1 August 1993 are
capitalised at the actual costs incurred.

The following items of property, plant and equipment
are stated at cost less accumulated depreciation and any
impairment losses (note 2(g)):

- buildings held for own use appropriated to the Fund
on 1 August 1993; and

= plant and equipment, including computer equipment,
furniture and fittings, motor vehicles and other
equipment.
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Depreciation is calculated to write off the cost of items of
property, plant and equipment, less their estimated residual
value, on a straight-line basis over their estimated useful
lives as follows:

- Buildings 30 years
- Computer equipment 5-10 years
= Furniture, fittings and equipment 5 years
- Motor vehicles 5 years

The land on which the Fund's buildings are situated as
appropriated to the Fund on 1 August 1993 is regarded as
a non-depreciating asset.

Gains or losses arising from the disposal of property, plant
and equipment are determined as the difference between
the net disposal proceeds and the carrying amount
of the asset, and are recognised in the statement of
comprehensive income on the date of disposal.

Leases

A lease is recognised in the statement of financial position
as a right-of-use asset with a corresponding lease liability
at the lease commencement date, except that payments
associated with short-term leases having a lease term
of 12 months or less and leases of low-value assets are
charged to the statement of comprehensive income on a
straight-line basis over the lease term.

A right-of-use asset is measured at cost less accumulated
depreciation and impairment losses (note 2(g)). The right-
of-use asset is depreciated on a straight-line basis over the
shorter of the lease term and the asset’s estimated useful
life.
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The lease liability is measured at the present value of the
lease payments payable over the lease term, discounted
using the interest rate implicit in the lease or, if that rate
cannot be readily determined, the Fund’s incremental
borrowing rate. The lease liability is subsequently adjusted
by the effect of the interest on and the settlement of the
lease liability, and the remeasurement arising from any
reassessment of the lease liability or lease modification.

Intangible assets

Intangible assets include acquired computer software
licences and capitalised development costs of computer
software programmes. Expenditure on development
of computer software programmes is capitalised if
the programmes are technically feasible and the Fund
has sufficient resources and the intention to complete
development. The expenditure capitalised includes direct
labour and cost of materials. Intangible assets are stated
at cost less accumulated amortisation and any impairment
losses (note 2(g)).

Amortisation of intangible assets is charged to the
statement of comprehensive income on a straight-line basis
over the assets’ estimated useful lives of 5 to 10 years.
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(9)

Impairment of non-financial assets

The carrying amounts of non-financial assets, including
property, plant and equipment, right-of-use assets and
intangible assets, are reviewed at each reporting date
to identify any indication of impairment. If there is an
indication of impairment, an impairment loss is recognised
in the statement of comprehensive income whenever
the carrying amount of an asset exceeds its recoverable
amount. The recoverable amount of an asset is the higher
of its fair value less costs of disposal and value in use.

Cash equivalents

Cash equivalents are short-term highly liquid investments
that are readily convertible to known amounts of cash and
subject to an insignificant risk of changes in value, having
been within three months of maturity at acquisition.

Deferred revenue

If a customer pays consideration, or the Fund has an
unconditional right to consideration, before the Fund
transfers a service to the customer, the Fund recognises
its contract liability as deferred revenue. The Fund
derecognises the deferred revenue and recognises revenue
when the Fund transfers the service and, therefore, satisfies
its performance obligation.

Employee benefits

The employees of the Fund comprise civil servants and
contract staff. Salaries, staff gratuities and annual leave
entitlements are accrued and recognised as expenditure
in the year in which the associated services are rendered
by the staff. For civil servants, staff on-costs, including
pensions and housing benefits provided to the staff by
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (“the Government”), are charged as expenditure in
the year in which the associated services are rendered.
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For civil servants employed on pensionable terms, their
pension liabilities are discharged by reimbursement of the
staff on-costs charged by the Government. For other staff,
contributions to the Mandatory Provident Fund Scheme
are charged to the statement of comprehensive income as
incurred.

Revenue recognition

The Fund recognises revenue from contracts with customers
when it satisfies a performance obligation by transferring
a promised service to a customer, at the amount of
consideration to which the Fund expects to be entitled in
exchange for the service.

Interest income is recognised as it accrues using the
effective interest method.

Foreign currency translation

Foreign currency transactions during the year are translated
into Hong Kong dollars using the spot exchange rates
at the transaction dates. Monetary assets and liabilities
denominated in currencies other than Hong Kong dollars
are translated into Hong Kong dollars using the closing
exchange rate at the reporting date. Exchange gains and
losses are recognised in the statement of comprehensive
income.

Related parties

The Fund is a separate accounting entity within the
Government established under the Trading Funds
Ordinance. During the year, the Fund has entered into
transactions with various related parties, including
government bureaux and departments, other trading
funds and financially autonomous bodies controlled or
significantly influenced by the Government, in the ordinary
course of its business.
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Changes in accounting policies

The HKICPA has issued certain new or revised HKFRSs that are
first effective for the current accounting period of the Fund.
There have been no changes to the accounting policies applied in
these financial statements for the years presented as a result of
these developments.

The Fund has not applied any new standard or interpretation that
is not yet effective for the current accounting period (note 21).

Revenue from contracts with
customers

2023 2022

NI AVAER I E = Incorporation fees 201,910 170,053
BAFHRRRELE Annual registration fees 145,461 93,848
R HERLE Charges registration fees 10,485 9,636
Efft R K E Search and copying fees 103,902 101,099
B8 MR ARTEE A Fees for administration and collection services 33,942 30,971
ERER A RIRBIRMHE Fees under trust or company service providers 11,669 11,697
ERRGHEER licensing regime
Hi & Other fees 44,641 43,471
xR Total 552,010 460,775
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The Fund’s performance obligations in contracts with customers
mainly involve providing services to incorporate companies and
to register and examine company documents to the customers.
A customer is required to pay a fixed amount of service fee for
each service in advance. For incorporation of a company, the
Fund satisfies its performance obligation and recognises the
fee at a point in time on completion of the service by issuing a
certificate of incorporation, and a customer may apply for refund
of a major part of the advance payment in case of unsuccessful
incorporation. For registration and examination of company
documents, the Fund satisfies its performance obligation as the
service is rendered and recognises the fee over time based on a
cost-to-cost method.

For administration and collection services provided to related
parties, the Fund satisfies its performance obligation as the
service is rendered and recognises a service fee over time on a
full cost recovery basis.

The Fund also administers the licensing regime for trust or
company service providers. The Fund'’s services mainly include
granting or renewing a licence, and monitoring and ensuring the
licensee’s compliance with the statutory customer due diligence
and record-keeping requirements. A licence is usually valid for
three years and a licensee is required to pay a fixed amount
of service fee in advance. The Fund satisfies its performance
obligation as the service is rendered and recognises the fee over
time on a straight-line basis.
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5. Operating costs

2023 2022
ETEMH Staff costs 308,778 301,122
—MIBIERX General operating expenses 114,202 97,024
e R Depreciation and amortisation 39,617 31,690
PRITHE A Central administrative overheads 6,236 2,611
BT EM Audit fees 1,010 434
xR Total 469,843 432,881

HmA

6. Other income

2023 2022

RITFRAE

Interest from bank deposits

30,703 7,012

€& E R H=E

BT EELDREZNBEZE MR E (TR
FEF BN BR A B E & E T 5 ER
B WA AREKE - BEEE
RPEmE - SERSEIVIERLEE -
TEHAE S AT LUZ B BT B Al R R AR IR
(BEEZBKRINECNEFETEE
BIZERE 55.8% (20224 : 5.7%) °

7. Rate of return on fixed assets

The rate of return on fixed assets is calculated as total
comprehensive income (excluding interest income) divided by
average net fixed assets, and expressed as a percentage. Fixed
assets include property, plant and equipment, and intangible
assets only. The Fund is expected to meet a target rate of return
on fixed assets of 5.8% (2022: 5.7%) per year as determined by
the Financial Secretary under the Trading Funds Ordinance.
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8. W% - RGN EBwM
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8.

Property, plant and equipment

TR KA RE
BEY) ERSEM KM
Furniture,
Land and Computer fittings and Motor
buildings equipment equipment  vehicles

5% Cost
202154418 At 1 April 2021 398,511 58,682 41,759 244 499,196
NE Additions - 3,859 3,605 224 7,688
72022434318 At 31 March 2022 398,511 62,541 45,364 468 506,884
NE Additions - 15,906 3,044 - 18,950
HE Disposals - (7.540) (99) (244)  (7,883)
7£2023F3H31H At 31 March 2023 398,511 70,907 48,309 224 517,951
REIE Accumulated depreciation
202164818 At 1 April 2021 121,477 45,217 30,611 244 197,549
FAER Charge for the year 4,444 3,506 3,762 4 11,716
#£2022%3A31A At 31 March 2022 125,921 48,723 34,373 248 209,265
FNEH Charge for the year 4,444 4,922 4,598 44 14,008
H & /5 8 o] B Written back on disposals = (7,540) (99) (244) (7,883)
#£2023F3H31H At 31 March 2023 130,365 46,105 38,872 48 215,390
i [E FHE Net book value
7£2023F3H31H At 31 March 2023 268,146 24,802 9,437 176 302,561
F£20229F3A318 At 31 March 2022 272,590 13,818 10,991 220 297,619

AEESHNZOEMAGEEEES
¥ HABEMSEH - ERERERRE
RGHRBERANGFAIEREHER

ﬁo

BFT - R F BT R AFE I ERL
A0EBTTMAFE R E IR 190878

In view of the revamp of the core information system of the
Fund, the estimates of the useful lives of the related computer
equipment, computer software licences and system development
costs have been revised. The revisions have increased the
depreciation for year by HK$0.4 million and decreased
amortisation for the year by HK$1.9 million.
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(a) EREAE

9. Leases
(@) Right-of-use assets
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BEY
Buildings
2023
R Cost
TEF 4] At beginning of year 31,381 20,661
NE Additions - 10,720
TEF# At end of year 31,381 31,381
Rt E Accumulated depreciation
EEH] At beginning of year 9,543 5,667
FRNEA Charge for the year 4,620 3,876
TEF At end of year 14,163 9,543
R E R E Net book value
TEF L At end of year 17,218 21,838
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(b) HEEE (b) Lease liabilities

mE Current

IERED Non-current

HEE Total
TRERMESENES B The table below shows changes in lease liabilities, including
ReMIERSEE - both cash and non-cash changes.

TEE7) At beginning of year

REMERSRENES : Changes from financing cash flows:

XNEERE Payments of lease liabilities

FESEH Non-cash changes:

HEBEMMNELZH Interest expense on lease liabilities

HFAEHEMEERRE  Increase in lease liabilities relating to

AN new leases

EE#LK At end of year
HEABNFHELHARS S0 The remaining contractual maturities of lease liabilities,
T EEAERERREA RIS which are based on contractual undiscounted cash flows,
RS REYIL are shown below:

1FA Within one year

1FEZ2FR After one year but within two years
2B ESFA After two years but within five years
5 1& After five years

wE Total

/0
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(0 MEMEUaRAREREM (c) Expense items in relation to leases recognised
EF@rx HIER in the statement of comprehensive income

2023 2022

MERENHMEH

Interest expense on lease liabilities

225 249

(d) Total cash outflow for leases

2023 2022

HERE Lease liabilities 5,187 3,619
10.B &= 10.Intangible assets

ST ERRAGRBERA

Computer software licences

and system development costs

2023 2022
% Cost
EEH) At beginning of year 625,464 503,284
NE Additions 219,726 122,180
e Disposals (8,536) =
TEF# At end of year 836,654 625,464
g Accumulated amortisation
FEF A At beginning of year 316,245 300,147
FAERRKMTES) Charge for the year (see note 8) 20,989 16,098
H & T 85 B Written back on disposals (8,074) =
TEF 4R At end of year 329,160 316,245
R E R E Net book value
EE# At end of year 507,494 309,219

3§ ANNUAL REPORT 2022-23 71



Ff42A APPENDIX A

FIEERBERAFIRER
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF AUDIT AND ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

MABANKE BEekHM

FEW IR

11.Prepayments, deposits and other
receivables

TEfT IR Prepayments 6,607 7,128
®e Deposits 4 4
FEETERITIE R & Accrued interest from bank deposits 18,767 1,933
H b B RIR Other receivables 1 1,379
HBEE Total 25,389 10,444

12.EBEFNENEER

/2

(a) MEUGRIEMEKEE

HRETEEALTHORBMS -
7202343 A31 8 K fE W 3008 45
R A6 B IT(20224F : 8788
TL) - ZEREBRERIBARRE
PRI EALIRK - MES
WERERMEHNEE - ERRM
TRABRHRYE  BREFPEEH
RIS EBR - ARESWLEER
FEUGRIEK A HIBE ©

12.Contract balances with customers

(a)

Receivables and contract assets

For services provided to related parties, the balance of
receivables as at 31 March 2023 of HK$0.96 million (2022:
HK$0.87 million) is included in the amounts due from
related parties in the statement of financial position and
the Fund does not have any contract assets. For services
provided to the general public, since customers pay the
service fees in advance, the Fund does not have any
receivables or contract assets.
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o)

SABaE (b) Contract liabilities

EeHFWRMEFEMNERER
BPRERBHET eV
AR S5 2R FR DA FE R A B 7 = 5
o AT

2023 2022

The Fund’s obligations to provide services to customers
for which the Fund has received advance payments from
the customers are presented as deferred revenue in the
statement of financial position, as analysed below:

EEWA Deferred revenue

EFE A RIBRIGIRMEEEE  Fees under trust or company service 14,731 21,806
BHIEER providers licensing regime

H R &R Other service fees 10,182 4,728

@z Total 24,913 26,534

2023 2022

K &k: Representing:

mEBEE Current liabilities 19,785 14,258
SERBARE Non-current liabilities 5,128 12,276
@z Total 24,913 26,534

ERER AR SR ERSE A
DERERBRET(HEIRERE
THERHEENRZERERE -
EEH - ERHARRBGREM
EHEHENRETRAERKZE
MERER RUA - T H MIRIEK
AR FREERBLA < 8
BEMAEFPANNKRERAAR
HEFE °

The balances of deferred revenue above represent the
aggregate amount of the transaction price allocated
to the performance obligations that are unsatisfied (or
partially unsatisfied) at the reporting date. For the deferred
revenue under the licensing regime for trust or company
service providers, the Fund expects to recognise as revenue
within about three years. For other deferred revenue, the
Fund expects to recognise as revenue within one year. No
consideration from contracts with customers is not included
in the transaction price.
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FRIREW A SR ERE D)5 Significant changes in the balances of deferred revenue
HaAT - during the year are shown below:
AFYIEIEW AL SRR Decrease due to recognition as revenue (14,899) (11,376)
RIBRF N ERER AU during the year that was included in the
NP balances of deferred revenue at beginning
of year
AFEANKEITEAE R M Increase due to advance payments received 13,278 21,577
)i during the year
13.BEEERRE 13.Provision for employee benefits
L RERT EHE BT ES RG4S T This represents the estimated liability for employees’ annual leave
EEFREEVEEBLAMMENEETTE and obligations on contract-end gratuities payable to contract
B(RMEE2() ° staff for services rendered up to the reporting date (see note 2())).
14.EEEEER 14.Trading fund capital
I RBNEHESHNRE - This represents the Government's investment in the Fund.
15.8EES 15.Development fund
TEFE YR G ER Balance at beginning of year 810,000 750,000
A BIRE BT (FzE16) Transfer from retained earnings (note 16) = 60,000
EFERNER Balance at end of year 810,000 810,000
ESBMHRARRMAERIEEES - With the approval of the Financial Secretary, a development fund
RHETTIEPIE AR 8RR IR B 1R has been established for financing the implementation of the
HES - Departmental Information Technology Planning projects.
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16.Retained earnings

2023 2022

EF IR Balance at beginning of year 967,384 1,018,857
FEHZERZE Total comprehensive income for the year 112,870 34,906
EREERAS (M5 Transfer to development fund (note 15) = (60,000)
BT A RE B 7 Statutory return to the Government (31,681) (26,379)
EELRNES Balance at end of year 1,048,573 967,384

FR - BERE(EEES GO IETR
BEE202243A31BILFENBEZR
RRMF7) @B —RKA - M
ZEE N 2023F3 AEA(20224F - #H
F2021F3A31HIEFEMBZLQFHRD
EEA202293 A5ERR) ©

17.8eRERFERS

During the year, the Government directed the transfer of the
target return (see note 7) for the year ended 31 March 2022 into
general revenue pursuant to the Trading Funds Ordinance, and
the transfer was completed in March 2023 (2022: the transfer
of the target return for the year ended 31 March 2021 was
completed in March 2022).

17.Cash and cash equivalents

2023 2022

Be MIRITHER Cash and bank balances 30,195 76,877

RITIFHK Bank deposits 1,505,700 1,539,800

NEt Subtotal 1,535,895 1,616,677

B REHRR A31E A LA LR Less: Bank deposits with original maturities (1,430,000) (1,539,800)
RITFER over three months

ReERERRE Cash and cash equivalents 105,895 76,877
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18.AEALTHRS

76

REEAMBRRASEEENARS
SN FREEATETHEMERR
ZFAT

@ ERHETHEALHNRBERE
B R EIRS - REE D=
BHKONKRE REZTY -
A RARKRBTE B RE AT
BZ o KRB ELREHKRALRES
4,290F B 7T(2022%F : 4,060% 78

L)

(b) BEATRETESHRBERE
BEWE - Bk - BRI B -
BEARE - REE®E - A
B RRITH - LARE - Bk
RSB H4RRER3,0508 87T
(20224 : 3,070887T) : AR

(0 MmEEATRENENRENE
EREFENEARINESE
B5708 75 T(20224F - 630874
JL) °

FH B A LIRSk AREE A TER AR
% - RIS IRAARIE S - B ARIE
SAHMERKRE - MZRERAEEA
THRHE - ARKEI 2B AT A WE -

18.Related party transactions

Apart from those separately disclosed in the financial statements,
the other material related party transactions for the year are
summarised as follows:

(a)

(b)

(0)

services provided to related parties included search and
copying services, collection of certain tax-loaded fees
and bona vacantia, and the administration of the Money
Lenders Registry on behalf of the Government. The
total revenue derived from these services amounted to
HK$42.9 million (2022: HK$40.6 million);

services received from related parties included services on
acquisition of stores, mail, printing, training, information
technology, building management, accommodation,
central administration and auditing. The total cost incurred
on these services amounted to HK$30.5 million (2022:
HK$30.7 million); and

capital expenditure in relation to information technology
and renovation services provided by related parties
amounted to HK$5.7 million (2022: HK$6.3 million).

Services provided by or to related parties were charged at the
rates payable by the general public where such services were
also available to members of the public, or on a full cost recovery
basis where such services were only available to related parties.
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19.Capital commitments

As at 31 March 2023, the Fund had capital commitments, so far
as not provided for in the financial statements, as follows:

EARENEL Authorised and contracted for 272,248 436,113
EAEBRERARY Authorised but not yet contracted for 105,097 185,749
e Total 377,345 621,862

20. A EE

(a)

BREBR

REHEBINNRAKR - R
BRI RTTHE HifF K

EREE

ERARESRIAN—FTHHA
EERRERTEEMSI B S —
SEMBIBROEL

ESWERARR » TRBEORNZ
& R E A EYGRIE - FEURERE A
TR - RITIE R IRITAESR
ESFIARRERE  UHEER
BAENERRE -

AEEREERRAR  FEEH
FREFERR BB NFERT -
EeNERABRBESER - B
BEBRAFN12EABRER
EIENBRETE  E2FEMY
KHERL AEK o

20.Financial risk management

(a)

Investment policy

To provide an ancillary source of income, surplus cash is
placed as fixed-term bank deposits.

Credit risk

Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument
will fail to discharge an obligation and cause the other
party to incur a financial loss.

The Fund’s credit risk is primarily attributable to deposits
and other receivables, amounts due from related parties,
bank deposits and bank balances. The Fund has a credit
policy in place and the exposure to these credit risks is
monitored on an ongoing basis.

To minimise credit risks, all fixed deposits are placed with
licensed banks in Hong Kong. The Fund's exposure to credit
risk is considered to be limited. The loss allowances are
measured at amounts equal to 12-month expected credit
losses, which are assessed to be immaterial by the Fund.
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BOIERRRTEBNERY
£ ABHKE S EEE 0T
B ST

2023 2022

The credit quality of bank deposits and bank balances,
analysed by the ratings designated by Moody's or their
equivalents, is shown below:

SRR : Credit rating:

Aal1EAa3 Aal to Aa3 275,863 123,445
A1EA3 A1 to A3 1,260,000 1,493,200
R Total 1,535,863 1,616,645

/8

HAREMEREEATARMER
E o EBEEMAEARERERE
Lh8 - R EBEHEIREMS -

EREAESNTBMEEMEAK
ENRREARRBBEAENE
IREE -

//|L$b,§i
mEBE SRS

e BB
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‘M}
i
[ B
el
ai

A RABRYRERENTRE
BRyES R - BE BB
FNREFELERESNEE
Bx  BERANENHEIHE
BENENFABEEMNEEFENK -

HRESHRBESHRIBR -
BEmHNRBESRERER

While other financial assets are subject to the impairment
requirements, the Fund has estimated that their expected
credit losses are minimal and considers that no loss
allowance is required.

The maximum exposure to credit risk of the financial assets
of the Fund at the reporting date is equal to their carrying
amounts.

Liquidity risk

Liquidity risk is the risk that an entity will encounter
difficulty in meeting obligations associated with financial
liabilities.

The Fund employs projected cash flow analysis to manage
liquidity risk by forecasting the amount of cash required
and monitoring the working capital of the Fund to ensure
that all liabilities due and known funding requirements
could be met. As the Fund has a strong liquidity position, it
has a very low level of liquidity risk.
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(d) Interest rate risk

Interest rate risk is the risk that the fair value or future
cash flows of a financial instrument will fluctuate because
of changes in market interest rates. This can be further
classified into fair value interest rate risk and cash flow
interest rate risk.

Fair value interest rate risk is the risk that the fair value of
a financial instrument will fluctuate because of changes in
market interest rates. Since the Fund’s bank deposits bear
interest at fixed rates, their fair values will fall when market
interest rates increase. However, as the bank deposits are
all stated at amortised cost, changes in market interest
rates will not affect their carrying amounts and the Fund’s
profit for the year.

Cash flow interest rate risk is the risk that future cash flows
of a financial instrument will fluctuate because of changes
in market interest rates. The Fund is not exposed to material
cash flow interest rate risk because it has no major financial
instruments bearing interest at a floating rate.

Currency risk

Currency risk is the risk that the fair value or future cash
flows of a financial instrument will fluctuate because of
changes in foreign exchange rates.

The Fund does not have significant exposure to currency

risk as substantially all of its financial instruments are
denominated in Hong Kong dollars.

Fair value

All financial instruments are stated in the statement of
financial position at amounts equal to or not materially
different from their fair values.
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ECEMEREZ2023

F3A31BLFENEK
ERBERT %ﬁéﬁ-ﬁu
EENTERE

5‘/ E
BEEAVBHRREL A - BB
A& EMZIREE] - FERKRE
B 2585 MEARZRELEE
2023F3A31BIEFEHARER - TVE
BERM BRI P IRATERAN

ESIEpRFER] A RREES
REMBRE B EELENTEETT
il o 2 S MEmRRMZFIER ~ HE
A NREIAR e UM EHRRAEAN
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21.Possible impact of amendments,

new standards and interpretations
issued but not yet effective for the
year ended 31 March 2023

Up to the date of issue of these financial statements, the HKICPA
has issued a number of amendments, new standards and
interpretations which are not yet effective for the year ended
31 March 2023 and which have not been early adopted in these
financial statements.

The Fund is in the process of making an assessment of the
expected impact of these amendments, new standards and
interpretations in the period of initial application. So far it
has concluded that the adoption of them is unlikely to have a
significant impact on the financial statements.
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TR CE_=FEIEFERFET
KEY WORKLOAD STATISTICS FOR 2022-23

12 (i)
BOL

BZE3A31BLEE

Year to 31 March

2023

2022

% Increase/
(Decrease)

MawEm Registration of New Companies
PNS: /N] Local companies
/NS YN — public companies 38 49 (22.4)
NV N/NE — private companies 124,097 104,593 18.6
- ERARA — guarantee companies 991 934 6.1
Rl E e WNC] Registered non-Hong Kong companies 884 1,213 (27.1)
X#H8i Registration of Documents
BT U B B9 S5 Documents received 2,968,580 2,808,164 5.7
P 2| By 3R a2 Charges received 17,320 18,936 (8.5)
ENEEANE Change of name notifications 13,008 12,700 2.4
EEERBANE Voluntary liquidation notices 771 794 (2.9)
NEE M Company Searches
BE G Document image records searches 4,877,327 4,989,825 (2.3)
EEARER Company particulars searches 371,875 345,579 7.6
EHEFRS Directors index searches 401,145 435,882 (8.0)
L § Prosecution
BEHEE Summonses issued 3,127 2,821 10.8
FIRRTTEY Striking Off Action
UG =t NG Companies struck off 38,453 47,800 (19.6)
M Deregistration
BEHEMA 2R Companies deregistered 52,880 57,836 (8.6)
R{EER L FRBHEREE Licensing of Trust or Company
e Service Providers
P B 89 % R 56 New applications received 432 939 (54.0)
He L HY R ER Licences granted 446 804 (44.5)
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2022-23 2023-24
THERR B

Achievements Targets

BiE ERRE
(ZE TR AT GERIRFE AT
2022-23 WE L) WESL) BRUER) EEIREAKE
PR A K Target Actual BENBESLE  BREEAKFED HEZE
AR Service (% Meeting (% Meeting Over/(Under) Service % Meeting
Service Standard " Standard) Standard) Achieved (%) Standard® Standard

MO TR
Registration of new companies?
o NN
local companies®
- BN R 2 a9 30 4Hdays 95 99 4 4Hdays 95
delivery in hard copy form
- UEFARME XA 1/ hr 90 9% 6 1/ hr 90
delivery in electronic form®
o EFABRNT 10Hdays 90 100 10 9Hdays 90
non-Hong Kong companies
s ARAEESA QRO 3Hdays 90 99 9 3Hdays 90
open-ended fund companies®
AFIEYRE
Change of names of companies
o KA A]
local companies
- BN R 2 a9 30 4Hdays 95 99 4 4Hdays 95
delivery in hard copy form
- UEFARMB XA 1/ hr 90 98 8 1/ hr 90
delivery in electronic form @

s ARAEEE AR 3Hdays 90 TE A TEA 3Hdays 90
N/A N/A

open-ended fund companies®
LFXHER
Registration of general documents
— DAEDARFE R R A H9 SL4© 5Hdays 90 81 9) 5Hdays 90
delivery in hard copy form®
- REFARNHHERRR® 12/)\EFhrs 95 100 5 12/)\Efhrs 95

delivery of specified forms in
electronic form®

HREe 7Hdays 90 84 (6) 7Hdays 90
Registration of charges
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PERFORMANCE TARGETS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

2022-23 2023-24
TERE BE
Achievements Targets
BE BERRR
CEBIRI AT (EFBBAT
2022-23 R 9) WESL) SR UER) E B R AKF
PR # 7Kk £ Target Actual EBEMNBZE BRBEAKEY HESL
AR Service (% Meeting (% Meeting Over/(Under) Service % Meeting
Service Standard " Standard) Standard) Achieved (%) Standard® Standard
PNGIEC
Deregistration of companies
o HERWE|RFE 5Hdays 95 88 (7) 4H days 95
acknowledge receipt of application
A LEREmR
Online search on the internet
o RENHRERLHEUAETH 55 $&mins 95 96 1 55 $&mins 95

supply of image records of
documents for download

o IRHEEMERAEILEEIADR® 3/\Bhrs 95 100 5 3/1NEhrs 95

supply of certified copies of search
results” &®

o IRHFEEOR® 6/)\EFhrs 95 100 5 6/\EEhrs 95
supply of certificates” &®
ELAREMBROER

Onsite search at the Public Search
Centre

o R EMLERMEIR 205 $mins 95 99 4 205> $&mins 95

supply of hard copies of search
results

o R EM &R EXFERIA® 3/1\Ehrs 95 100 5 3/1\Ehrs 95

supply of certified copies of search
results®

o IRIFLFEEE® 6/)\EFhrs 95 100 5 6/)\Ehrs 95
supply of certificates®

EXELUENFRERXZAXH 2045 $mins 95 98 3 205> $Emins 95
(HERR &R X BFRG)

Onsite delivery of documents in
hard copy form (queuing time)®

#HEER A FRBGRAE MR 2{8+ A 90 99 9 2{8+ A 90
Granting of trust or company service 2.5 mths 2.5 mths

provider licences"?
EMAREaBES 4Hdays 90 99 9 4Hdays 90
Registration of limited partnership

funds
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RAA T EBARTIER o SAEVRMR N 13 8 RES
KERBERN X% B - BB TR REA
B pR R X PE R RS R AR o

(1)

Days in service standard represent working days. The service
standard for delivery in hard copy form excludes the day of
delivery. The service standard for delivery in electronic form is
calculated from the time of e-submission.

AEELEFARERNERERARGZMBRE 3L - (2)  Business Registration Certificates are issued by the Registry for
the Inland Revenue Department together with Certificates of
Incorporation.

AR 7&K @ AR M AN BRAF (3)  The service standard applies to registration of local company
limited by shares.

RIGKFEARNEFEARZMNH AR RIERARRE (4)  The service standard applies to applications or specified forms
which are submitted electronically.

R KFTEREBLFRAEEBERZESRIERAE LIGH (5)  The time required by the Securities and Futures Commission

BIREAEMHARRE - ("SFC") in processing and delivering the applications to the
Registry is excluded.

EHRBRARNESLARESZANMN - REKETE (6)  For documents reporting appointment of directors of OFCs,

BESFMEEBEREZESMBAEIRRME - the processing time required by the SFC is excluded.

TEEUABIESGRIE R X EMTNRME - (7)  Time for delivery by post or by courier service is excluded.

KPR LABIE g IE 7 TV R 48 1% 3B B AR I 3B (8) Customers who do not request for delivery of certified

Z ARHARERIBEECEBCRSEERNAE13 copies of documents and certificates by post or by courier

BRAREMAP O EHFEER service can collect them during service hours at the collection
counters of the Public Search Centre at 13th floor, Queensway
Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong.

BEP A TR HE XSRS R REER - (9) Customers can deliver documents not requiring fees at
designated Service Desk.

ARAGKFELTERRBEDER  BRERERSIEE—F (10) The service standard does not apply to applications for TCSP

AEHEFER R ARBIREERRBRE -
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licences which require amendment, additional information or
further investigation.
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COMPANIES REGISTRY

BEBRSEEANTAESBEERFEETHE
15/F., Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong

B 5 & E4E Enquiry Hotline: (852) 2234 9933
MH Fax : (852) 2869 6817

E#H Email : creng@cr.gov.hk

#ik Website : www.cr.gov.hk

caringorganisation
Awarded by The Hong Kong Council of Social Service
FA BRI SR
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