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The View fromithe Top
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Number of companies on the Companies
Register as at 31 March 2017
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While we celebrate the 20™ anniversary
of the establishment of the HKSAR, we
are committed to be a First class public
service provider, regulator, Facilitator and

promoter of the success of Hong Kong in the
international arena.
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This has been another challenging but highly successful year for the Companies Registry with major achievements in

the areas of:

Customer service and delivery

introduction of new mobile services

organisation of two major conferences - the Corporate Registers Forum 2017 and the Corporate Governance

Roundtable
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Year in Review

We are firmly committed to providing quality services to companies,
their shareholders and directors to facilitate their businesses, and
continuing to implement the Companies Ordinance to foster Hong
Kong's competitiveness as an ideal place to do business. Highlights
include:
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Handled the incorporation of 165,116 new companies, an increase
of 22% over last year, with the number of local companies on the
register reaching a record of 1,362,974 as at 31 March 2017;

Received 2,805,272 documents for registration, an increase of 8%
over last year;

Processed 4,153,422 searches of document image records, an
increase of 6.6% over last year;

Implemented a full scale Company Search Mobile Service covering
all search services and functions in May 2016; and

Launched a “CR eFiling” mobile software application to facilitate
submission of the more commonly filed specified forms in
February 2017.
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Celebrating the 20™ Anniversary

The year 2017 is the 20" anniversary of the establishment of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (“HKSAR™). As part of
the celebration events, the Registry has been privileged to hold two
major conferences in Hong Kong, namely the Corporate Registers
Forum 2017 from 6 to 10 March 2017 and the Corporate Governance
Roundtable on 13 March 2017 with an aim of fostering Hong Kong's
position as an international financial and business centre. | take
pride to report that the conferences were successfully held to
strengthen collaboration with other registries and highlight the high
standard of corporate governance in Hong Kong. The Corporate
Registers Forum showcased the success and vibrancy of Hong Kong
before 200 or so delegates representing corporate or business
registrars from 59 jurisdictions as well as representatives from other
international organisations, including 43 speakers and Facilitators.
The Corporate Governance Roundtable served to underscore the
importance of good corporate governance and acted as a platform for
exchanges for nearly 350 participants, with 17 prominent speakers
from overseas regulators, practitioners and academics sharing their

insights and strategies for enhancing corporate governance.

Corporate Registries — E "
E Challenges and Opportunities,
Today and Tomorrow
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Our Achievements

According to the World Bank report “Doing Business 2017”7, out of
190 economies, Hong Kong's ranking in terms of “starting a business”
went up to the third place internationally which is the best-ever
ranking for Hong Kong.

Our dedication to building a Ffirst class Registry received a great deal
of recognition in 2016-17. In particular, we received:

Best SME's Partner Award for the eighth year running for our
services and support for small and medium-sized enterprises;

e prize of “Sustained Excellence in Company Incorporation - Asia
Pacific” in the 2016 Legal Awards;

e Bronze Award in the “Interior Design: Non-Profit Organisation:
Government Agencies & Offices” category of the 2016 International
Annual Report Competition for our 2014-15 Annual Report;

e “5 Years Plus Caring Organisation” logo for the ninth year in
recognition of our supportive organisation culture and community
outreach; and

e (old Award for Volunteer Service in 2016.

Appreciation

For the many achievements of the Companies Registry in the past
year, | am truly grateful to all staff members for their hard work and
remarkable contribution. Their unwavering dedication and support
amid challenges and rising public expectations are truly impressive.

While we celebrate the 20™ anniversary of the establishment of the
HKSAR, we are committed to be a Ffirst class public service provider,
regulator, facilitator and promoter of the success of Hong Kong in
the international arena.

i

Ms Ada LL Chung, JP

Registrar of Companies and
General Manager, Companies Registry Trading Fund
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